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PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1944 
By Wilbur M. Smith A 


The 70th annual volume of this great commentary. It contains the greatest 
possible wealth of practical help for pastors, teachers and Bible students on the 
International Uniform Sunday School Lessons so compiled and tabulated that it 
can be easily and effectively used. 

Maps and pictures in color, over 100 illustrations in the text. $2.00 


A LAWYER EXAMINES THE BIBLE 


An Introduction to Christian Evidences 
By Irwin H. Linton 


Designed to fortify faith and destroy the unbeliever’s agnosticism, it answers 
the infidel’s argument and the Christian's difficulties with lawyer-like precision. 
Here is a book to be read and given to one’s friends as a faith-building 
service. $2.00 


A LOVELY FIND 
By William Allen Knight 
(Author of THE SONG OF OUR SYRIAN GUEST, etc.) 
The story told in this little book describes how the author happened to make 
a “find’’ in the Bethlehem of our time, which adds a touch of beauty long over- 
looked in the charming story of the Christ Child's birth. 


Artistic cover and jacket design with decorative end sheets, hand-lettered title 
page, etc., size 5x 734 inches. $ .50 


SO LONG AS WE LOVE 
A Novel by Peter Goulding 


This is the story of a young minister who has graduated with honors from his 
theological school but has made a dismal failure as a minister of a large city 
church. He then decides to accept the call to a small country church to try out 
his wholly new ideals which have come to him out of the sorrow and shame of 
this failure. 

A typical New England village is the setting for Peter Goulding’s great experi- 
ment—an experiment whose outcome means the life or death of his hopes. 


$2.00 
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ALL-AGE BIBLE QUIZZES 
By Frederick Hall 


This book, as its title implies, goes from children’s quizzes to questions that 
-may well puzzle the adult. Its study should be a delight, and here this volume 
will have its value for teachers, pastors, and parents. 

For party, class, or group use, there is a wholesome competitive element, 


. ; $1.00 


GOLDEN TEXT BOOK FOR 1944 


Contains the Topics and Golden Texts of the Sunday School lessons, Daily 
Bible Readings, Christian Endeavor Topics and supplementary material, Vest- 
pocket size. ti 
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S¢ each. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY BOSTON, MASS. 


FIRST IN THE HEARTS OF MINISTERS ! 


Tarbell's 


Cm Saas ae 
\ (BELLS 
VIDE 


§» TEACHERS 
Guide -1944 


By MARTHA TARBELL, Litt. D. 


Few Ministers or Teachers question the wisdom of getting the BEST when buying 


a Lesson Help for a whole year’s use! 


Stuart Nye Hutchison said: “In my opinion it is the best book of its kind published. 
I am planning, not only to use it myself, but to purchase a number of copies to present 


to my teachers.” 


A Survey of 


Religious Literature 
By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D.D. 


Dr. Macfarland’s annual volumes devoted to 
the currents of religious thought have created 
a demand that is well supplied in his latest 
issue. $1.50 


Truths Men Live By 


By GEORGE MECKLENBURG, D.D. 


Minister, Wesley Methodist Church, 
Minneapolis 


A book which points out in succession truths 
about the Bible, about Man, about God, about 
Sin, about Salvation, about Death and about 
the Eternal Life. A wealth of vital informa- 
tion illustrated by wide experience. $1.50 


$2.25 (Delivered) 


Parties in Wartime 
By LOUISE HARRISON McCRAW 


“Not political parties but fun parties, with 
special reference to wartime restrictions but 
also to military themes in games, quizzes, Exe,” 
—Christian Century. $1.50 


On the Wings of 
the Morning 


By LOUISE HARRISON McCRAW 


The famous author, well known to the Chris- 
tian public, presents a new story of life today 
depicting the struggles of two girls in making 
their Christian faith the supreme test of love 
and happiness. $1.25 


ONE THOUSAND A WEEK SINCE PUBLICATION ! 


AT ALL 
BOOKSTORES 


Se 0 


December, 1943 


Letters to “Bill" 


on Faith and Prayer 


By JOHN GARDNER 


FOR ALL SERVICE MEN 


Whether he be in the army, navy, marines, coastguard or any 
branch of the service he will value it. CHAPLAIN CAPT. 
GEorGE P. WEISS writing from Alaska says: “I am convinced 
it will help every soldier who reads it. It steels a man to do 
his duty resolutely as each day brings that duty to him.” 


Blue or Khaki 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


75c ($7.50 per doz.) 


158 FIFTH AVE. 
NEW YORK, 10 
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The EXPOSITO 


and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


A Journal of Practical Church Methods” 


Purely Business 
[ ‘HE War Production Board has release 


a new order covering a further cut in 4 
use of paper for periodicals, for th 
period starting January 1, 1944. q 


This additional 15% cut in paper available 
for use by publishers is reportedly necessary 
due to a lack of woodpulp to keep up the pres 
ent demand and consumption of paper. A 
serious paper shortage during the early part 0! 
the new year, is anticipated. 


Inventories of pulpwood are down 28.7% 
as compared with a year ago. Woodpulp i: 
down 43% and waste paper is down 59% 
Undoubtedly publishers, though hard hit Dy 
the cut, will adjust their programs to meet the 
new requirement while the occasional laymar 


will fail to see any connection between wat 


and publication, even though it takes men te 
cut down trees to be made into paper. 
Buffalo News. 


An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church 
work, practical theology, applied religion and all phases of ministers’ work. 


Published each month by the F. M. Barton Co., Pub., Inc., Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Subscription Rate: Domestic, $3.00 a year. Foreign, $3.50 a year. Single copies, 35c. Back copies, 45c. Boum 
volumes, $3.50. Subscriptions are understood as continuing from year to year, unless orders are given to the 
contrary. This is in accordance with the general wish of the subscribers. Manuscripts must be typed. No manu 
script returned unless accompanied by full return postage and addressed to The Expositor. East Aurora, N. Y. 


Copyright, 1943. Entered as second-class matter at the Post Office at Cleveland. Ohio 
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The Ewposito 


ACH year we watch the magic of Christ- 
mas transform the earth much as we see 
the returning sun transform all nature at 

ring time. As March and April draw a bil- 

on buds and leaves from a seemingly dead 
tth so the beginning of December works its 
atly miracle. Shop windows take on a new 
lor and freshness. Lovely decorations em- 
ellish our homes. But best of all hearts that 
ave been closed and selfish and thoughtless 
pen in generosity. The Christmas season be- 
mes for us one of the loveliest experiences of 
life. Think of it—after 1900 years Christ 

ill has such a magic touch. 

What Christ has been accomplishing these 
ast weeks transforming a dull self-centered 
orld into color, music and liberality, He has 
one for everything and everybody He has ever 
yuched. 

“Now and then someone attempts to discour- 

ge us by reminding us that Christmas was 

riginally the Roman “Saturnalia”. Each year 

n December 17 the Emperor declared a seven- 

ay holiday in honor of the god Saturn. It 

ras marked by the most unspeakable express- 
yns of vulgarity and license. Christmas is 
only a made-over Saturnalia?” This has its 
irge elements of truth and its larger element 

f significance. Surely that makes the golden 

such of our Lord all the more remarkable. 

thristmas not only became a fact, but it took 
ach coarseness and unloveliness and made of 

- a thing of glory. 

Christmas is a symbol of the power of out 
hrist. Whatever dross He touched became 
old. But unlike old king Midas of mythology 
yhose magic power became a curse which even 
arned his food and loved ones to gold, Jesus 
as ever touched to bless. 


irst Baptist Church, 
os Angeles, Calif. 


December, 1943 


THE 


MAGIC TOUCH 


FRANK B. FAGERBURG, D.D. 


I think first of all of the values which have 
come to us out of the “holy family’’ which we 
have seen portrayed on so many lovely greet- 
ing cards. From Mary, Joseph and the Babe 
there have stemmed some of the most potent 
forces to bless the whole conception of home 
and the family. For millions home becomes 
not just a physiological necessity, a sociological 
unit or an individual’s convenience—it becomes 
something sacred. 

More often art has taken from that family 
group just the mother and child. Perhaps more 
artistic talent has been expended upon ma- 
donnas than upon any other religious subject. 
If we could adequately trace the part our 
Christ has had in transforming the world’s atti- 
tude toward women, every woman and girl 
would thrill with gratitude. From a plaything, 
or drudge, or nuisance, woman has stepped in- 
to a position of dignity and honor. 

All that Jesus has accomplished too for child- 
hood. Join together the fact that He entered 
the world as a little baby with His attitude 
toward and His teachings about children, and 
you have a clue to the world’s newer appraisal 
of children. Jesus went so far as to say: “Ex- 
cept ye be converted and become as little chil- 
dren ye shall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” So great has the change of attitude 
been that child-exposure so commonly practiced 
in the Greek and Roman world of Jesus’ day— 
and in part of the Orient in our own day—is 
almost beyond our power to comprehend. 

All of this has a very direct bearing upon the 
fact that Christ has been responsible for a new 
conception of human personality itself. In the 
world of His day persons were of less value 
than beasts. No one questioned the institution 
of slavery. A man could own his slaves as he 
owned his sheep or donkeys so long as he paid 
a fair price for them. But with Jesus and the 
faith in the doctrine of incarnation came a new 
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evaluation of human personality. God Himself 
had been clothed in flesh—then no man could 
be called common. Out of this regard for hu- 
man personality has come the death of slavery, 
a concern for social justice and a repulsion 
against war. Men would become discouraged 
as they compare today with centuries ago and 
say, “It is just the same only worse—war still, 
only the most bloody of all history!’ True, 
but with one tremendous difference. Then war 
was not only accepted, it was glorified; today it 
turns the heart sick. Never has the conscience 
of humanity been so troubled over conflict. 

One could show how Christ’s touch trans- 
forming man’s estimate of the worth of human 
personality has in turn made possible democracy 
which is built upon the value of human be- 
ings. 

The touch of Jesus changed men’s ideas of 
God. Theism was nothing new in Jesus’ ex- 
perience, it was at least as old as the Hebrew 
people. But God became a more real Being. 
The things that Jesus taught about God can be 
traced in Old Testament writings, but the way 
Jesus lived with God as a personal Friend made 
a world of difference. 

See what the magic touch of Christ has done 
to death. Since the dawn of human experi- 
ence, man has stood in fear of that great fact 
which no one can escape. It has hung like an 
_ inevitable curse over human life. Read again 


your New Testament and see how the Christ of - 


Christmas and Easter changed the attitude of 
his followers toward death. No longer did they 
fear it; they even flung themselves joyously at 
it. Death—not a grim-visaged monster, but a 
friend! ‘Death is swallowed up in victory,” 
and Paul even says, ‘“To me to die is gain,” for 
death in Christ was not the end of a blind 
alley, but an open gateway into greater life. 
Real followers of Christ today do not cringe 
before death; they await it with a smile. 

See what His touch did to a cross. It had 
always been the symbol of horror and shame. 
Roman citizens could not be executed in such a 
humiliating fashion. But because Jesus touched 
a cross it is changed into a mark of honor and 
becomes a symbol of our faith—a faith that 
makes us sing: “In the Cross of Christ I 
ELC fs 

See what the magic touch of Jesus does to 
common things. Water becomes the symbol of 
God's cleansing love. This most ordinary ele- 
ment under Heaven becomes in baptism a re- 
minder of a sublime experience. And bread— 
that ordinary thing used on every table the 
world around—becomes at His touch a sacred 
sign. ‘This is my body broken for you.” 

But before the spell of Christmas is broken 
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there is one more miracle wrought by t 
touch of Jesus of which I would remind you 
As at Christmas a dull, drab and selfish worl 
is transformed into a season of color, song n 
giving, so a dull, drab and selfish life by th 
touch of Christ is changed. I celebrate tod 
what Jesus can do to a common human It 
This story will never grow old or insignifica 
And this is the part of it that most concerns 1 
Two feelings overwhelm us with frustrats 
and despair. One is the sense of our unworthi 
ness. Who is not humbled by his own sordi 
thoughts, misdeeds and sinful life? The othe 
thought is that of the inconsequentialness 
one’s little life. I am one of billions—com 
mon and insignificant! 

The Christ who made a Paul out of Saul} 
Peter out of Simon, a man out of a “mouse 4 
or worse a tiger, a snake or a donkey j 
Christ who has made meaningful someboce ; 
out of innumerable nobodies,—that Christ stil 
lives with His magic touch. He can touch ye : 
soiled life and make you clean. He can toucl 
your insignificant life and give you the thrill 
being a part of a meaningful and eternal cause 

Dr. W. H. Geitsweit used to tell of a stra 
and wonderful experience at a concert gf 
by the noted Italian violinist, Signor Vitali. 
was announced that the great musician wot 
play upon his $10,000 violin. At the appoi 
ed hour the artist appeared before a crow 
auditorium with a most ordinary appearing 
strument. At his touch it became a thing ry 
Magic expressing the soul of the Master. Al 
at once something seemed to go wrong. Th 
musician stopped abruptly and proceeded 
apparent irritation to attempt putting a strin 
in order. His irritation increased until in a1 
outburst of exasperation he took the violin am 
smashed it in pieces over the back of a chait 
Naturally the audience was astounded. Wh 
such a waste of a marvelous instrument? An 
why such disappointment for the many wh 
had paid their admission? . 

Then the chairman arose and explained tha 
this seeming exasperation of the musician ha 
all been planned. The instrument he had brok 
en was a cheap thing purchased for 68c. Th 
$10,000 violin was brought in and the relieve 
audience was permitted to hear the rest of th 
concert. Trained artists present may have no 
ticed the difference between what had com 
from the 68c fiddle and the music which cam 
from the $10,000 violin, but most of the audi 
ence could not tell the difference, because 
master held the bow. 

The Master's hand can take such a commo 
life as yours and mine and by His touch tr 
form it into an instrument used of God. 
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HOW 
WILL THEY RETURN 


CHAPLAIN F. HERBERT MOEHLMAN 


(After World War I returning service men claimed not to find what they were seeking in 
pe churches, and church membership fell off. Will that happen again after World War I? 
Woe sort of America, the sort of Church, our boys return to find will affect their future lives ma- 
tially. But what they find when they return depends upon the thoughts and actions of the peo- 
eat home. Will we repeat the mistakes of 25 years ago? This discussion by a well-known 
aplain touches upon this whole subject, which is almost unlimited in its broader aspects. 


HE thoughts of our people are daily with 
their loved ones in the military service. 
Never before have they so earnestly re- 

membered them in their prayers. All are hop- 
ng and praying for an early peace and the re- 
urn of those whom they so dearly love and 
herish. That thought is uppermost in the 
ninds of all who have sons in the armed ser- 
ices of their country. 

Many imagine that they will return in much 
he same manner as they left their homes. The 
hought has never occurred to them that the ex- 
9eriences through which their sons have passed 
ince induction into the military service have 
vad a very telling effect upon their lives. 
Changes have taken place such as only few can 
ealize or visualize. 

In order that we may do our full duty to 
ur men upon their return home, we should be- 
xin now to concern ourselves about their fu- 
ure. We must begin now to acquaint our- 
selves with the changes that have taken place 
n their lives. Unless we recognize and thor- 
ughly understand these changes, we shall not 
9e able to assist them in making the proper 
ind necessary adjustments upon their return. 
This is one of the most pressing and urgent 
sroblems confronting the State, the Home and 
he Church. In all of our post-war planning, 
his matter has received little, if any, serious 
hought and consideration. Shall we repeat 
he same fatal errors of the last war? God 
‘orbid ! 

All who are honest must admit that we 
‘ailed to make proper preparations for the 
nen who returned from World War I. They 
were disappointed in us, although many of 
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erbaps it will stimulate us to some clear and very necessary thinking.—Ed.) 


them did not give voice to such disappoint- 
ment. We were unprepared to receive them 
in our homes and in our churches. Had we, 
in advance, formulated some definite plans and 
programs, our service men would have fared 
far better, and large numbers of them would 
have become useful and valuable members of 
the Church, of the community, of the country, 
and of the world at large. As it was, they 
were sadly neglected and disillusioned and were 
forced to effect organizations for their own pro- 
tection and welfare. May we not fail our 
men who will return to us from this war! If 
we do, the situation will be a thousand times 
more serious, for not only is the number of 
our service men double and treble that of the 
preceding war, but the conditions facing them 
upon their return home will be a thousand 
times more serious than those confronting our 
soldiers of 1918 and 1919. This post-war 
problem should be given priority in all of our 
post-war planning. It concerns our own flesh 
and blood, the salvation of immortal souls for 
which Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gave His 
Holy and precious life—Yea, it concerns the 
future of the Church, the future of America! 
How will they return insofar as their mental 
state is concerned? Those who left their 
homes mere boys will return fully matured men. 
Mothers and fathers dare not lose sight of that 
fact. In the short time that they have been 
away from home, many of them have done 
more earnest and serious thinking than their 
elders have ever done in their whole life times. 
The trials and the hardships to which many of 
them are subjected have sobered their souls for 
life. The death and destruction which they 
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have witnessed have seriously affected their 
inner man and put a sadness in their hearts 
which time will not be able to erase. The 
steady strain and tension which they have been 
under has worked havoc with their entire 
nerve systems. As a result of their trying and 
terrifying experiences their whole outlook on 
life will have changed. All these and many 
more facts must be borne in mind in dealing 
with our young men upon their return from 
the armed forces. Every aid and assistance will 
have to be given to their earnest endeavor to 
forget the awful nightmare and restore their 
mental equilibrium. This is no time to at- 
tempt a full and complete picture of the men- 
tal change taking place in the men on the 
various battle fronts of the world, which will 
however have to be reckoned with when they 
return. 

How will they return insofar as their home 
community and country are concerned? One 
thing is absolutely certain, they will return with 
a deeper sense of appreciation for both the 
home community and their country. Having 
spent considerable time in strange lands and 
surroundings, they will come back to home 
community and country with an abiding sense 
of devotion and gratitude. Now that they 
have suffered and sacrificed to save their coun- 
try, it will mean more to them than it ever 
meant before. Interest in the home com- 
munity anad country will have deepened and 
broadened. American citizenship will be more 
highly treasured as a result of what they have 
observed in other lands. Anyone or anything 
which may threaten the best interests and se- 
curity of their native land they will most vig- 
orously oppose. They will realize only too 
well that the war which they fought was not 
an economic or political war, but a life-and- 
death struggle for the very existence of their 
beloved country. They will come back to us 
warriors for righteousness, realizing that any- 
thing less than that will mean that they have 
fought, suffered, bled and died in vain. They 
will exemplify a type of citizenship which will 
augur well for the future of America and the 
world. 

How will they return to us insofar as their 
relation to the Church and God are concerned ? 
The service which the Church has rendered the 
men in uniform will always be most gratefully 
remembered by them. The Church through 
her representatives the chaplains, has followed 
them to the uttermost parts of the earth and 
has been with them in the thick of battle. The 
same hardships which they endured, the repre- 
sentatives of the Church, the chaplains, have 
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“men are to be kept true to the Church upon 


also endured. They have accompanied 
on all hazardous journeys and were with ther 
on their most perilous expeditions. At a 
time were they without the services of f 
Church. Never before have they enjoyed ; 
intimately the companionship of pastors an 
priests. Every opportunity was given to come 
to them by day and by night with problems an: 
difficulties which always received the most car 
ful and sympathetic consideration. The needs 
of the inner, spiritual man were abundant ¥ 
supplied. At-no other time in their lives has 
the Church given such evidence of its love 
and devotion. And our service men have bee 
deeply appreciative of these services rendere 
by the Church. We may rest assured tl 
their attitude toward the Church will be one oi 
good-will and devotion. 

What will they look for when they re 
When our service men return home they vy 
expect their home pastor to carry on in 
same manner as did their chaplains in the Arm 
and Navy. They will seek in their home pas 
tor those qualities and ideals which their chap 
lains possessed and exemplified. They will ex 
pect the same kindly and sympathetic interés 
and helpful counsel. May they not be disa 


the chaplains left off! The chaplain has 
standard of service and sympathy which 
home pastor must live up to if our servite 


their return home. They must be given the 
same free access to the home pastor which they 
enjoyed in the Army and Navy. Upon their 
return home they will seek the service and 
counsel of their pastors in making proper and 
necessary adjustments to conditions as they find 
them. They will seek their assistance in the 
solution of their many vexing and pressing 
problems. The local pastors should encourage 
them to come to them in the privacy of the 
study or sacristy. In their public announce- 
ments on Sunday they should encourage and 
invite the service men to come to them and 
assure them of their interest and solicitude in 
their behalf. The service men must be made 
to feel that the home pastor is most anxious 
to take the place of the chaplain and continue 
the services which he so faithfully performed. 

And what of their prayer-life? If they did 
not know and realize the value and importance 
of prayer before induction into military ser- 
vice they certainly know and realize its value 
and importance now. Prayer has played a very 
vital part in their lives in the Army and Nav 
Not only do they resort to prayer when in gre 
danger and peril, but they also find prayer | 
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} 4 source of great comfort and strength in 
se days when the going is not so rough and 
eMicult. Like Jacob of old, many are learning 
") wrestle with God in Prayer. In their many 
rid varied temptations they have triumphed 
“tly by and through prayer. Daily they have 
/tld converse with the Heavenly Father. They 
pw know the value of prayer and would no 
ore dispense with it than the scientist would 
“ispense with his laboratory or test tube. Yes, 
Many of our service men will return to us not 
ply as national heroes, but as true prayer war- 
#ors, as heroes of God. They will come back 
® us as Christian men in whose lives prayer 
yas played a very vital and essential role. 
| How will they return? Not all will return 
the same manner nor with the same atti- 


tude. There will be many who will react in 
the manner we have discussed. There will be 
others who will forget the lessons they are 
learning and slip back into the old attitude 
toward life. But all of them, in their future 
lives as useful citizens, will be affected by the 
attitude of the people at home, the way in 
which they are helped to bridge the gap from 
military life to civilian occupations. It is time 
that parents and friends and pastors begin to 
formulate plans and programs for their proper 
reception and care. 

The return of our service men should prove 
to be a real blessing and benediction to both 
the home and the Church. God grant that it 
may be so! 


CHRISTMAS ON AN ALGERIAN*HILLTOP 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. 


OUR American soldiers lounge lazily 
k about a little metal table that forms part 

of the regular equipment of an Arab 
cafe. That cafe is located on the hill above 
the snow-white city of Algiers in North Africa. 
It is Christmas Eve. 

From where they sit, they can look south- 
ward to the bulky sentinel peaks of the Atlas 
mountains, marking the dividing line between 
the rich coastal plain and the illimitable 
stretches of the Sahara beyond. Below them 
a city of a quarter of a million souls—rising 
in a series of terraces from the generous harbor 
where the blue waters of the Mediterranean 
meet the land, at which point scores of ships, 
old and new, big and small are loading and un- 
loading cargoes from America and Britain, 
men, machines, and munitions, to assemble 
among the trees of the great botanical garden 
park, and then roll confidently along the shore 
roads eastward while fighters, bombers and ob- 
servation planes keep guard in the sky. Breezes 
from the sea in a delicious December warmth 
battle vainly against the colder blasts from the 


First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville, South Carolina. 
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tops of the Atlas mountains, and jackets are 
pulled close about necks while the boys while 
away the afternoon of all afternoons when they 
would most like to be home. Veiled women 
with silent tread hurry along the dusty street. 
Urchins clad in nothingness grin, push out a 
determined paw, and beg for an American coin. 
Street peddlers with arms filled with articles 
of leather, wood and brass try to make a clean 
up. On other occasions they have been care- 
fully observant of all the passersby, but not on 
this Christmas Eve. They sit in silent medi- 
tation. 

Suddenly the cafe gramaphone starts up 
with hideous and glaring music from the worn- 
out American records of the 1920 and 1930 
vintage. Out of the horn grated and shrieked, 
“Yes, we have no Bananas’ with such force 
as to call these Americans back to earth from 
their silent Christmas reverie. 

“Hey, garson, ya walid, or whatever you 
are,’ shouted one of them, “‘take this coin, and 
keep that thing quiet as long as this coin will 
last, and then come back for more.’’ He must 
have understood partially, for the so-called 
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music stopped, and the soldiers looked at 
each other as if just awakened from day- 
dreaming. 
_- Sergeant Roberts began to hum, -almost as 
if to himself: 

‘I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, 

Just like the ones I used to know; 

-Where the tree-tops glisten 

And children listen 
To hear sleigh-bells in the snow.” 
Sergeant Williams continued: ‘Christmas 
in Algiers—White Christmas in the dark con- 
tinent. Merry Christmas! It isn’t like we ever 
had it before, is it, fellows?” 

“No. Tonight at home, we always fixed a 
tree for the kiddies. Red lights, blue lights, 
green streamers, red balls, imitation snow, ici- 
cles in five-cent packages that had to be hung 
so carefully to make it look natural; and then 
the pile of presents, none to be opened until 
after breakfast was eaten and the house was 
warm. That was Christmas at home.” 

Another soldier spoke: ‘We spent Christ- 
mas Eve afternoon taking little packages around 
to our friends, sometimes sang Christmas carols 
at the home of the old people at twilight, and 
Christmas Day we made the rounds and wished 
all a Happy Christmas season.” 

The other man remarked: “I used to work 
all day in the store, waiting on last minute 
shoppers and trying to see their gifts were 
properly wrapped and correctly delivered. It 
was the hardest day in the whole year. I do 
not see how I could ever had stood it, except 
you did feel you were helping somebody to 
make somebody else happy; and those far off 
chimes with their Christmas melody soothed 
our overworked nerves, and kept them from 
snapping.” 

‘Sometimes we went to church. Sometimes 
we turned on the radio and heard Christmas 
carols. When we went to church, we heard 
talks about the Babe of Bethlehem, it was all 
mixed up with shepherds, angels, wise men 
and a king who killed babies, but missed the 
one he wanted to kill. Nearly all killings turn 
out that way, don’t they.” “I don’t know how 
you fellows feel about it, but I would like to 
go to church today. Wouldn't you like to get 
some things straightened out in your minds?” 

“Yes, I would. Somehow over here in 
Africa, there is more of a jumble about it than 
I thought it was back home, and somehow I 
think that it could be straightened up easier and 
better than it could have been back home.” 

“What about this Babe of Bethlehem stuff 
anyhow? Christmas, Christmas, Christmas. 
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Back home with crowded stores, holly and 
tletoe, bells ringing, distributing gifts, big tut 
key dinners, and firecrackers down South whet 
I live, pushing and jamming, and laughin 
and giving; if we could just get down at the 
bottom of it all, what is the thing of import 
ance? Is there anything that makes the whole 
conglomeration that is steadily built up for 
many weeks every year important enough to 
justify itself?” 

“You bet there is! Christmas celebrates the 
birth of Jesus.” 

“I know that. A baby was born in a ie 
town in the dirty Near East, and under physt 
cal conditions like those we wade through hete 
in smelly, ugly Algiers. But it happened near. 
ly two thousand years ago; what has that 
to do with me and you in the midst of t 
war we are fighting for our very existence, and 
fighting it all over the earth?” | 

“Let me tell you what that Baby means 
me. That Jesus grew to manhood, was active 
in a little country for about 35 months, and 
was then put to death. His disciples declared 
that He arose from the dead, gave them defi- 
nite work to do as they saw Him face to face 
many times. He ascended to heaven, and 
promised them that one day He will return to 
the earth. Whatever you may say, the fact 
remains that Jesus is the only leader that the 


‘whole modern world can follow a hundred per 


cent all the time. And when I see nations 
bowing low before leaders who promote 
hatred, inspire destruction, and lead millions 
to starvation and death, I accept this first cen- 
tury Jew as my permanent leader. When I 
compare Jesus with any and all other leaders, 
particularly those prominent in national po- 
litical leadership in any age, I see His glory 
shining in many directions. Jesus promises 
less and achieves more than any political 
Messiah. Jesus holds people more firmly with- 
out force than any political Messiah can hold 
people with force. And yet Jesus, as our Lead- 
er makes demands upon us that no other lead- 
er has ever made. He is the only leader to 
whom we are asked to say, and the only one to 
whom we can say, “I belong to you body, mind, 
and soul,” without having our personalities 
stunted, our minds warped, and our hearts 
deadened. But when we do that to that one 
once born in Bethlehem as the Christmas Babe, 
we grow larger, and we find ourselves becom- 
ing co-workers with God in the task of plant 
cleaning and world re-building. That Babe 
(Continued on Page 590) 
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AMOUS paintings are sometimes com- 
pared with statuary. Botticelli’s ‘‘Na- 
tivity” is unique, in that it is constructed 
like a four-story building, and the second story 
is a barn. The open shed houses a cow and a 
donkey, the latter gazing with absorbed in- 
terest at the supine new-born Babe, reaching 
its eager limbs toward its adoring plain-faced 
mother. Joseph, against whose seated figure 
the Babe’s head leans, covers his face with his 
crooked arms in humility. At either side of 
the shed, and on its shingled roof, are groups 
of three angels, with two young men in each 
group, encouraged by the angels’ exquisite arms 
to apprehend what the Nativity means. As 
usual in art, the angels are feminine figures 
instead of, as invariably in the Bible, men. 
How could a man be an angel? seems to be 
the artists’ idea. Man may rise with the choir 
and sing, “I want to be an angel, and with the 
angels stand!’’ but his disembodied spirit (if he 
gets into heaven) will not be an angel—not if 
the Bible survives its commentaries. Of the 
twelve angels in air above the shed we shall 
speak later. To your writer’s mind, nothing 
more aerial has been conceived by any painter. 
A true artist's brush must be dipped in the 
spirit, as well as in the pigment on a palette. 
We moderns demand many things of esthetic 
genius that nothing short of a return to the 
fervor of the Renaissance can reproduce. In- 
ternational hatred, expressed by armed force, 
cannot bring it back. The Golden Rule cannot 
be read through cannon smoke. Were the 
three couples, embracing so ardently in the 
basement-foreground of our artist’s picture, a 
heartfelt prophecy ? 

This mystic mind portrait, in its four-storied 
structure, is like an ideal human life, from 
basement to roof-garden, from earthly friend- 
ship to seraphs’ song. For life is like that. 
Something is going on in each story different 
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from, but in harmony with what is transpiring, 
or to transpire as one ascends. Biography is 
like that. History is like that. Art and sci- 
ence and religious experience are like that. The 
liberal must grow in grace, and the conser- 
vative must increase in knowledge. We can 
live open-doored to both the atmosphere of 
John and the ethics of Proverbs. And we are 
to welcome the angels on every floor, every 
story. The life of Botticelli was reared story 
by story. It was in chapters, as our lives are, 
affording pauses and fresh viewpoints. Though 
not the most famous of pictures, the ‘‘Na- 
tivity’ and its creator are among the most 
interesting of their class. Biography and fic- 
tion win readers because they deal with human 
nature. The “‘Nativity’’ and its painter Ales- 
sandro are unique for the same reason. 

It is fitting that we should celebrate Sandro, 
for this is about the five hundredth anniversary 
of his birth. He was, fortunately, so frail 
physically and so restless by temperament that 
he could not stick to the tanning job with his 
father. But his father, although puzzled as 
many artists’ fathers are, was patient with him 
and apprenticed him to a goldsmith named 
Botticello, whence he derived from his elder 
brother, perhaps in fun, his name, which means 
a small cask. At the goldsmith’s he met visit- 
ing artists, whose work inspired his passion for 
art. Manual labor led to labor for Immanuel. 
His father committed the lad to the renowned 
artist, Filippo Lippi. And Mariano Filippo 
“gave him his head,” as one does a restive 
horse. What other to do with a boy whose 
mind so companied with butterflies and blos- 
soms that he seemed more a sprite than a 
schoolboy. Under his master’s tutelage, and 
with the help of Providence, his restlessness 
vanished, barb, shaft and feather. The court 
of Lorenzo ‘The Magnificent’, then in its 
glory, lent its imperial influence. A great 
painter has this advantage over an orator, he 
can view the products of his genius. Even a 
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manual laborer who builds a fence can stand 
and look at it with satisfaction. There it is; 
but if a speaker preaches a sermon, where is it? 
You can “breathe a song into the air, and it 
falls to the earth you know not where.” But 
the great painter transfers his imagination to a 
bit of canvas, and it remains for succeeding 
generations to see in it perhaps even more than 
is there. Nobody has seen the goddess Venus 
or knows what the Virgin Mary looked like. 
But Botticelli could substitute his unattainable 
Simonetta for either of them from the abode 
of his dreams. 

Religious feeling borrows the eyes of the 
mind, and bequeaths to the centuries its heri- 
tage of architecture, music, education, litera- 
ture, sculpture and painting, from the golden 
age in Greece and the East through the 
Renaissance of these arts to our own fortunate 
day. Even the universal smear of vulgarity that 
follows war cannot “mop up” its deathless 
vitality. Neither mythology, which fascinated 
young Sandro, nor Savonarola, who converted 
him, could erase him. His art transmuted the 
infractuosities of the one and the other into an 
atmosphere congenial to his art. Vasari 
(‘Lives of the Painters’) declares our artist 
to have been “whimsical and eccentric’ in 
temperament, telling the following anecdote of 
him and his neighbor. A weaver, having 
moved next door, set up eight heavy looms 
“which when all were at work not only caused 
an intolerable din with the trampling of the 
weavers and the clang of the shuttles, inso- 
much that poor Sandro was deafened by it, but 
likewise produced such a trembling and shak- 
ing throughout the house, which was none too 
solidly built, that the painter . . . could no 
more continue his work, nor even remain in 
the house.” Against the protests of Sandro 
his new neighbor retorted that he could and 
would do what he chose with his own house. 
“Being angered by this, Sandro had an enor- 
mous weight of stone, more than would fill 
a wagon, placed in exact equilibrium on the 
wall of his own dwelling, which was higher 
than that of his neighbor, and not a very 
strong one.” Had this fallen, “it must have 
crushed the roof, floors, frames and workmen 
of the weaver to atoms.” When the latter in 
fright rushed over, “he received back his own 
reply in his own words, namely that he both 
could and would do what he pleased with his 
own house,’’ and the two came to terms. 

The next chapter in Botticelli’s life is that 
he was called from Florence to Rome by Pope 
Sixtus TV to adorn the new Vatican chapel. 
The history of art owes a debt to the Catholic 
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Church as it did to the Medici family ol 
Lorenzo in Renaissance days. Unfortunately the 
painter’s mythological works are now no mote. 
But by 1482 we find him painting for the 
Medici and other great Florentine families; 
and it was for Lorenzo that he did part of the 
facade of the cathedral in that city and earned 
a splendid fortune. His money followed the 
old saying, ‘come easy, go easy,” melting like 
snow in the sun. 

Next chapter of his career sees him again 
in Florence, where he fell under the spell of 
one of the greatest preachers of all time, and 
resumed the painting of his Madonnas. In 
that strange mingling of depravity and divin- 
ity which led the Bible writer to exclaim, “The 
wrath of man shall praise thee,” weird social 
reforms took place. When a civilization is flat 
on its back, it has nowhere to look but Up. 
Pitcairn Island’s history is the most diabolical 
and the most heavenly in geographical annals. 
“War to end war?”” One of them will. Sa- 
vonarola’s bonfires of gay books were as bright 
as hot. So was the pile of faggots heaped 
about his stake—now marked by a memorial. 
The painter’s “‘sad-eyed Madonnas” reflect his 
breaking heart. The ‘Magnificat’’ and the 
“Madonna of the Pomegranate” are circular in 
form and have been widely copied. He antic- 
pated today’s fondness for biographical sub- 


_jects by his “St. Augustine in his cell,” “Last 


Communion of St. Jerome,” and especially the 
scenes from the life of St. Zenobius. To make 
shining light, he employed real gold-leaf, a de- 
vice which may have been adopted from the 
days of his apprenticeship. His drawings 
rival his paintings, particularly the 85 illus- 
trations of Dante’s “Divine Comedy,” which 
are in the Berlin Cabinet of Engravings—if not 
destroyed by the war. 

Few painters have suffered (or gained) more 
by the diverse opinions of critics than our art: 
ist. One declared him no portrait painter. 
averring that all of his subjects look alike, a: 
if of the same family, or reproductions of him: 
self. That his figures are anatomically impos: 
sible all recognize. Yet so full of grace are 
they that we all agree that “they appear to be 
dancing when they are walking, or motionless.’ 
So baffling is his magic vitality, that the stu: 
dent must admit with the Blashfields and Mr 
Hopkins (Notes on Vasari’s “Lives of the 
Painters’) that even if you place him in the 
second class, he leaves an impression on you! 
mind more distinct than any other of the 
period. He antedated anatomy, but was su 
perior to it.. Imagine the most healthy 0: 
Hollywood's actors trying to take part in Botti 
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ellis dance of Spring! It would take a sur- 
ical operation to prepare them, and a second 
ne to restore them! Yet the Venus is one of 
he most justly renowned ever conceived. It is 
mpossible to place her among the nudes—you 
On't care whether she is nude or clad in 
ephyr. And that is true of most of his maid- 
ns. They seem embodied brain-figments float- 
ng in stratospheric mist. As Amy Steedman 
rites in “Knights of Art’: “His figures 
eemed to move as if in the rhythm of music.” 
_ Sandro’s sentient life opened with a strong 
istaste for schooling. I asked a bright youth 
the other day which of his studies he liked 
best, and he answered, “I don’t like any of 
vem!" a fact that throws no more light on 
Botticelli’s career than the fact that it ended 
with poverty and crutches. Nor could a 
physiognomist translate his thick lips and di- 
fect gaze as he has himself portrayed them for 
us in his selbst-portrait among fellow-Floren- 
tines in the “Adoration of the Magi’. By the 
age of 22 he was rated the best painter in the 
city—which is saying much. Lorenzo, who 
knew men, recognized his genius almost at 
sight, and promoted its opportunities. Sandro 
grew apace under such friendships. Talent and 
patronage are interdependent. Who was it 
that said: “I would rather tell ten men what 
to do than be one of the ten to follow my 
own advice’? Probably the whole eleven ex- 
ist in each of us. Our artist’s temperament 
was an odd mixture of personal gloom and, 
as we have seen, playing pranks on his friends. 
Perhaps each led to the other as his art shifted 
betwixt mythology and Madonnas. John 
Ruskin summed it up: “Botticelli was the 
only painter of Italy who understood the 
thoughts of heathen and Christians equally.” 
Like the cathedral sexton who said that he had 
been tending the church for forty years; ‘‘and 
thank God I am a Christian still.” Sandro 
knew pagans by observation and Christians by 
experience. 
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I have said that he is unique. His pictures 
have seldom been confused with those of other 
brushes. George B. Rose writes: ‘He stands 
at the exact point where the mediaeval is 
aspiring toward the classical.” He fuses grace 
of human movement and the grace of God. 
Study the figures blown like fragments of 
zephyr about a turning-bar between treelets 
in the top layer of the “Nativity”. How can 
a form as scrawny as an old witch float 
through air like Canada thistledown?  San- 
dro does not depict feminine draperies to re- 
veal the limbs beneath, but to illustrate how 
celestial forms can flit through ether in a 
morning breeze. Their garments sing, like 
music without an instrument. ‘Songs with- 
out words.” Mysticism of the brush! Hermes 
would have envied these flying feet, whose toe- 
tips seems scarcely to touch the ground. Over 
the picture our mystic artist inscribed in 
Greek: 

“This picture I Alexander painted at the 
end of the year 1500, in the troubles of 
Italy, in the half-time after the time during 
the fulfillment of the eleventh of St. John, 
in the Second Woe of the Apocalypse, in 
the loosing of the devil for three years and 
a half; afterwards he shall be chained, and 
we shall see him trodden down, as in this 
picture.” 

Dr. Richter calls attention to the fact that 
it was just three and a half years before the 
date of this inscription, 1. e., 23 May, 1498, 
that the Pope executed Savonarola. The three 
men embraced by angels in the bottom layer 
of the picture are evidently the “two wit- 
nesses’ of Revelation—here three, because two 
others were burned alive with Savonarola. 
They bear olive twigs, because in Revelation 
they are called ‘‘olive trees’. From the twelve 
angels floating in the top series, three crowns 
drop toward the three now angelic spirits on 
the roof of the stable in which occurs the Na- 
tivity. Demons dwell in the caves, groveling 
in the lowest stratum. 
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The Editors Columns 


DA 


The Obscured Star 


N article was titled: ‘Forgive Us Our 

Christmases.” Its tone was cynical, 

caustic. The author could not see, 
against the background of world events, the 
Star that lured Wise Men, intrigued Shepherds 
and gave a song to Angels. The Star was 
obscured by the dust of hate and the smoke 
of battle. 

An eclipse, however, is not annihilation. 
In the hysteria of the moment we fail to look 
for the Star in the place where it always has 
been, namely, in the purposes of God for the 
human race. 

That Star has always been deadly to the doc- 
trine that might is right. Munich cannot out- 
wit Bethlehem. Even Rome was confounded 
by the Gospel. So history repeats itself on 
the bright side as well as on the side of defeat 
and tragedy. The “‘conversations’’ of the hour 
ate inadequate in comparison with the Beatt- 
tudes of the centuries. The debate between 
the carpenter and the paperhanger is over be- 
fore it started. The Star shall shine brilliant- 
ly long after the Swastika has faded. The 
war is no new situation confronting the world 
in the midst of a Yuletide. 

Maybe the teeth ave been taken out of the 
Christian Revelation because of our emphasis 
upon Peace! One might think that the Gospel 
is a ‘‘milk-toast’’ way of life. Peace is one of 
the most desirable things in the world. But 
many things must be done before a real Peace 
can be enjoyed. Christ gave the formula for 
Peace. That formula calls for drastic action 
at times,—as drastic as His casting the defilers 
out of the Temple. It was His technique, 
however, which eventually brought His day to 
its senses. The Star stands for righteous in- 
dignation and militant programs. War is un- 
speakable—it is all that its enemies have said 
about it. But pacifism is not Christianity,—not 
when precious liberties are at stake, or sacred 
traditions are in danger. 
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We are attempting to take the Sacred 
Chalice out of the hands of the Infidels. It 
will not be an easy task. Nothing good, big, 
true, is ever attained by easy stages or methods. 
Civilization is a bigger thing than can be told 
in a few lines. It challenges our heart-throbs 
and pulse-beats, the sweat of the brain and the 
dew of the soul and the blood of the soldier 
are some of the elements which make for civil- 
ization. All history and experience, all creative 
effort attest it. 

Peace at any price is not a Peace that en- 
dures. Peace at any price is dodging the issue, 
a resort to subterfuge, a reliance upon a sub- 
stitute. While nations have been wiped out 
because they were minorities, the isolationists 
could well turn the pages of Scripture and in 
obedience to that edict, “We that are strong 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak,” 
lifted their voices with “Hands off’. There is 
nothing so clear-cut or devastating as the Gos- 
pel with its demands for heroism and sacri- 
fice. The Sermon on the Mount, all the teach- 
ings of Christ, are the drum-beat and bugle-call 
of martial music. 

Right will defeat might. It has many times. 
It will do it many times again. Wise Men 
have the Star with them. Mad Men have the 
Star against them. Thrones are transient. 
Ideals are permanent. This is the heart of the 
Christian Message. It is not so much a Peace 
that now can be obtained but a technique for 
a Peace that shall last forever. Christianity is 
the only Way of Life that spells Peace for all 
mankind, without regard for race or creed. 


—R. B. 


When the Lights Go On Again 


ND so he writes, and having written, sits 

back in his study chair and meditates 

' upon the pastor's responsibility, once the 
big guns go silent and a nominal peace on 
earth reigns over all save the hearts of millions 
seared no less commonly, seared no less criti- 
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ally, in the spirit than in the flesh, by the 
fantic flames of war’s passion. They are the 
earts which fared forth into an unknown give- 
nd-take hell of destruction and death, lightly, 
uoyantly, for they were the eager hearts of 
oung lads by the millions. Not so their re- 
urn. They have been close enough to the con- 
agtation to be seared, if not consumed. The 
fimson scars will never fade. 

_ —And so he meditates, and as he meditates 
he writes, “I have two boys back from the 
Southwest Pacific... . Of course they are not 
allowed to say much. Both are highly nervous 
and restless. Ome says he keeps waking at 
night thinking someone is back of him with 
a knife or a gun. What they have gone 
through can hardly be believed. Things are 
Strange to them here—too quiet. One, 19 
years of age, can’t fit himself in with the young 
people. He won't go out with his old girl 
because she seems too silly and childish. They 
come to me and I give them lots of time be- 
cause they need it. 

“I was in the last war and know what they 
are going through. 

“We'll have a problem on our hands when 
this is over. As long as we can keep the boys’ 
confidence the better we will be able to help 
them. One went calling with me the other 
day. He rode around with me, staying in the 
cat. He knows he can unload on me and he 
did. Last night the other one asked me to 
walk home with him. I didn’t get home until 
midnight. They want to go with me this 
afternoon, and I suppose I should forget the 
regular pastoral work and go with them. Even 
their families can’t figure them out. One was 
on Guadalcanal for four months and_ his 
mother can’t understand why he can’t go to 
bed at nine o'clock and sleep until noon the 
next day. Neither boy wants to tell “mom” 
much. If “mom” only knew the half of what 
they have told me! Well, it’s better that they 
don’t know because they wouldn’t understand.” 

These are times, when the pastor who has 
ignored his youth, or lacked in sufficient sym- 
pathetic understanding of them, may justifiedly 
lie awake nights in tearful agony due to tardy 
recognition of opportunity, once his with his 
youthful members. If they can’t go to ‘‘mom” 
and won't tell “mom” much, think you they 
will turn to a pastor as the source of guidance 
and comfort, who failed them before their 
hearts were seared ? 

“I was in the last war’ (a submarine com- 
mander, if my memory does not fail) “and 
know what they ate going through.” Intelli- 
gent and essential sympathy alone, whether it 
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stems from personal experience or from any 
other source, is the most likely basis upon 
which the returning boys may be saved from 
themselves and their memory by their pastors. 
The problem will be one of magnitude, even 
for pastors who “have been there’, say noth- 
ing of the ones who haven't. In any event, 
depend upon it that your pastoral acumen is 
about to be put to the test and in that degree 
in which you account for yourself, in that test, 
will abide your value to the seared hearts of 
your parish and to the parish as well. 

The day of reckoning for the indifferent 
pastor of yesterday is at hand, for the fences 
are down and parts of the flock have been 
driven to strange pastures. The shepherd won’t 
lure the restless ones back into the home gate, 
with empty hands. 

De 
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America Is the Greatest 
E Americans boast that America is the 
greatest and the best country in the 


world. Such belief is not based on 


fulsome pride or lack of reason. America is 
far from being an ideal nation. We recognize 
that it is not even an ideal Democracy. The 
weaknesses and faults of America are many. 
But, nevertheless, America is the greatest coun- 
try in all the world. This is true not because 
she is my country and your country; not be- 
cause of her vast territory, her unparalleled 
wealth and her unlimited resources—but be- 
cause, at the bar of reason, she proves herself 
to be the greatest. She is the greatest because 
she does the most for her people. She is the 
greatest because she practices democracy most 
fully. She is the greatest because she believes 
the most in justice rather than force. She is 
the greatest nation in the world because she 
seeks to be the greatest servant to the world. 
Twice she has laid her life blood and her 
material wealth upon the altar of war to pro- 
tect the rights of other nations. 

There is no privilege this world affords 
greater than the privilege of being an Ameri- 
can citizen, whether by right of birth or by 
adoption. For such a privilege, every person 
of us should not only be willing, but should be 
passionately anxious, to pay “the last full 
measure of devotion” in loyal service to our 
country on whatever front that duty may call. 
For millions it will be the Battle Front, but for 
still more millions it will be the Home Front. 
And no one who serves his nation on the Home 
Front should forget that the Church of the 
God “In Whom We Trust’ is the most im- 
portant factor on that Front.—R. C. H. 
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CHURCH METHODS 


SS 


Plans and Ideas Used by Active ~Pastors 
That may be Adapted for Use in any Parish 


The Christmas Annual, Volume 13 


Published by the Augsburg Publishing 
House, Minneapolis; edited by Randolph E. 
Haugan, is up to its usual high standard. It 
is beautifully illustrated, well printed, excel- 
lently cartoned, and contains 

Christmas Stories 

Articles 
Poetry 
Carols 

Art 
Photography 

In addition to “Gift’’ use, the Christmas 
Annual contains material for building a most 
impressive and appealing Christmas service for 
the Sunday School. Beyond making selections 
for use, the only rehearsal required would be 
practice in reading the articles. Since every- 
one is burdened with duties at the present time, 
the time required for building programs and 
tehearsals required will be a real factor in spe- 
cial Christmas programs this year. 

Order this book through your Sunday School 
supply house, your book dealer, or direct from 
Augsburg Publishing Co., Minneapolis 15, 
Minn, 


_—] 


“And the Angels Said id 


A one-act Christmas play with the above 
title, six characters of the fair sex, (much in 
its favor now with man-shortage) may be had 
at 25c from Westminster Press. The play is 
light-hearted, instructive, and definitely TO- 
DAY. Young people will like it. 
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What They Think ; 


Statements from the members of the Ad- 
visory Committee of the International Journal 
of Religious Education on the Post-War 
Church have been coming in, and are reported 
in the November, 1943, issue. Something for 
all Religious leaders to think about. They pre- 


sent such an interesting variety of views that 


‘it is hard to know which to print first. No 


one letter could be expected to give a com- 
plete picture. They were intended to tell us 
what these people think about the kind of 
program the Church will need after the war. 
Here is the first: 

“I do not believe that the older church pro- 
gram will do after the war, because: 

(1) Service men have become more cosmo- 
politan. 

(2) We will have worshipped successfully 
in a united church. 

(3) Our world problems have become real 
to us and a majority recognize that we must 
live with them. 

(4) By living with large groups of men, we 
know more about each other. 

(5) In many ways the army’s methodology 
of learning is more effective and adequate than 
that of the church. 

(6) The army has taught some men to hate, 
to want to kill, to glory in authority and or- 
pe These men must be re-civilized by 
ove. 

(7) Physically our world has changed. Dis- 
tances are less, technology thas advanced, and 
collective control is gaining. Our social tech- 
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iques of using these things*for the good of 
an have lagged. God loves each man and 
very human being has dignity, stature, beauty, 
n the right environment. The church must 
ead in securing the environment or it will crash 
ith our society. 
“T believe that the Church will have to: 
(1) Have a through-the-week program. 
(2) Help each person work out the right 
and wrong of his actions, his family and com- 
unity. 
_ (3) Have groups that participate. 

(4) Not quibble over non-essentials, give up 
petty differences, and deal with real issues. 

(5) Place the Church at the center of com- 
munity life by the responsibilities it takes and 
its effect on life. 

“I feel that the Church faces a danger of a 
Swing away from religion after the war. We 
are too optimistic and are doing too little. 
Many forces will be arrayed against the Church 
in the post-war world. Military victory for 
Our side gives no insurance of progress for the 
Church. The economic, political and social 
Pressures are tremendous. These forces are 
rolling on catastrophically and our faith and 
real values are not inherent. Our generation 
has not so far risen up righteously and said 
these things are to be controlled. We will put 
first things first. Race conflict, juvenile delin- 
quency, prostitution—all are symptoms of dis- 
integration. What is our beacon? How will 
we stop all this? Our country—the world— 
has thousands of mental defectives, personal- 
ity defectives, and these people must live. They 
are our cross for the generations that we have 
not been our brothers’ keepers. The war ac- 
centuates this. Christianity stands challenged. 
Most of us know what is involved. Can we 
be the prophets bringing the world to its knees, 
whispering the Lord’s Prayer and, because of 
its meaning, arising from those knees conse- 
crated to setvice?”—From Corporal Nathan 
Kohn, Jr., Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
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Lantern Slides for Special Occasions 


Slides with suitable manuscript suggestions 
may be secured from Bond Slide Company and 
from Ryan Lantern Slide Service for special 
services. See their announcements in each 
issue of The Expositor. Descriptive matter is 
available for the asking, from which you may 
choose single sets or series, and make reserva- 
tions for specific dates. 
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On Land and Sea and In the Air 


Tune 259—“Maryton”, “O Master Let Me 
Walk With Thee.” 


O Lord we pray for those who serve 
On land and sea and in the air; 

That they may never from Thee swerve, 
Be Thou with them, Lord, everywhere. 


We pray for those who hurt in soul, 

Or in the body, in the mind,— 

Need Thy kind hands to make them whole, 
Grant all in Thee true peace may find. 


For those in camp, or in the ward, 
For kindly nurses, doctors’ skill, 

For chaplains too who serve the Lord, 
Bless all who carry out Thy will. 


And we who needs must stay at home, 
To work for country and for Thee, 
Bless us, with those o’er billow’s foam, 
And help us keep our nation free. 


Lord grant the time may come e’er long, 
When war shall never curse again; 
When all shall sing the angel’s song, 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men. 
Amen. 


—A Prayer Hymn by Rev. Charles Rhodes, 
Methodist Pastor, Red Lodge, Montana. 
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Post-War Parsons Preparing in 
Mid-East 


Jerusalem, October 15.—The place of ‘re- 
ligion in the post-war world is already receiving 
serious consideration from the men of Britain’s 
armed forces. 

In the Middle East, alone, some 300 officers 
and men are planning to enter the priesthood 
of the Church of England after the war. Re- 
cently, 50 of them attended a week’s course 
at St. George's Cathedral here. The course 
was given by various chaplains of the armed 
services. 

The men gave up their normal leave time to 
attend lectures, visit various holy places in 
Jerusalem—including the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre and the Dome of the Rock, and to 
spend time in meditation and study. 

The majority of the 50 were army personnel, 
but there were 15 students from the Royal 
Air Force and one naval officer. The week's 
course was designed to give them an idea of 
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hey are 
what type of work to expect when they 
eee candidates for the Holy Orders.— 
British Information Service. 
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The Messenger 


A new and vital link between 
Churches throughout the country 
and their men and women in 
uniform is promised shortly by 
the Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
in the form of THE MESSEN- 
GER, a monthly syndicated 
Church bulletin. 

THE MESSENGER will sup- 
plement, rather than take the 
place of “Strength for Service to 
God and Country,” phenomenal- 
ly popular devotional handbook 
formerly issued by Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. 

In presenting THE MESSEN- 
GER for the personalized service 
and use of Churches of every de- 
nomination, it is expected to 
meet the need for a continuous, 
friendly and inspiring contact 
between Churches and service 
men and women, wherever they 
are,—once each month. 

As befits a publication to be 
read on the jump and under all 
manner of circumstances, its contents must be 
concise, virile, and challenging, with a first- 
page article of a more serious tone, to lighter, 
more entertaining material within,—a continu- 
ous and effective reminder to the reader that 
the CHURCH at home misses him, is with him 
in prayer, and wants him back when the last 
shot is fired. 

Ample space for any personal message the 
pastor may wish to add is provided on the 
back page. Attractive illustrations, _ litho- 
graphed in color, sincerely religious but dis- 
tinctly not ‘‘preachy’”, THE MESSENGER 
promises to compel attention as an inspiring, 
unfailing letter from home to men and women 
in far-flung combat areas. 

A folder telling you “How to Use The 
Messenger’ and ‘How to Order The Messen- 
ger’ is available to every minister on request. 
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Universal Bible Sunday 


The major emphasis this year is being placed 
on the Book of Isaiah, which carries a message 
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of especial significance for the kind of wor 
we are living in. The topic suggested for De 
cember, 1943, is ““The Enduring Word,” based 
on Isaiah 40:8. The American Bible Society 
has sent one page of a special brochure to 
120,000 pastors of 55 denominations, offering’ 
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a plan for reading Isaiah through during the 
month of December, a project for whole con- 
gtegations. 

The full brochure contains also three sug- 
gested sermon outlines, based on the theme 
announced, and two full pages of short illus- 
trations for use in building sermons and ad- 
dresses. A little folder, ‘Getting the Bible 
to the World,” is offered for pew distribution, 
and two moving pictures will be available. 1. 
The Book for the World of Tomorrow, is a 
two-reel, 16 mm. sound film taking nearly one- 
half hour to run. 2. The Bible in a Warring 
World, a one-reel film in 16 mm. sound or 
silent and 8 mm. silent. Since prints are lim- 
ited in number, reservations should be made 
as promptly as possible by addressing: 

Visual Education Department, 
American Bible Society, 

Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York 22, New York. 

While many Churches will observe Univer- 
sal Bible Sunday on December Sth, or Decem- 
ber 12th, each congregation has the privilege 
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f observing the day of its own choosing, when 
tograms and films or slides may be had. En- 
ouragement of Bible Study is a continuous 
tivilege, not limited to any one day. 


PF 
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Duties of a Leader of Young People 


The office of Youth Leader was defined as 

follows by a group of ministers in one of 
America’s leading denominations: 
- It shall be the duty of the Youth and 
Christian Education Secretary to promote the 
Christian nurture of the children and young 
people of the Church. 

“He shall endeavor to focus the aims of all 
Christian Youth activities upon the develop- 
ment of wholesome and loyal relationships 
within the congregation. 

“To these ends he shall: 

Cooperate with and seek the cooperation of 
pastors in developing youth organizations in 
congregations; 

Study and plan for simplifying the program 
of youth education by the correlation of youth 
activities and agencies; 

Offer his services and suggestions to the 
agencies of the Church which sponsor: 

1. Young People’s Societies; 
~ 2. Sunday Schools; 

3. The Children of the Church; 

4. Leadership Education Groups, such as 

Student Associations 
Sunday School Associations 
Teachers’ Institutes 

Other Youth Activities. 

He shall be responsible to the Executive 
Committee of the Governing Body of the 
Church, and shall report to it regularly, and 
at Annual meetings of conferences. 
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Bi-Weekly Service Men’s Contact 
With Home Church in Kentucky 


“Here is a copy of our bi-weekly bulletin 
issued by the Young Adult Class of the Meth- 
odist Church in Greenville, Kentucky,” writes 
the Rev. James C. Rawlings, pastor. 

“The boys write some very fine letters 
about this bulletin,” continues the letter, “and 
are eager to get it to keep in touch with other 
boys at the front from the home town and 
Church, as well as those at home.”’ 

The bulletin is 7x 814”, four pages, with 
attractive title— 
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bs See a 
NEWS LETTER 


over the American flag on the front page, in- 
side two pages beautifully mimeographed, con- 
taining many extracts from letters written by 
men at the front, news from home, etc., chit- 
chat about activities of home-town lads now 
in uniform. The last page contains a com- 
plete Honor Roll, giving the address and ac- 
tivities of the lads and lassies at the front, or 
in training camps. We can well imagine how 
eagerly the bulletin is received. 


_—) 
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The Society Kit 


—Margaret G. Hummel’s “Society Kit” 


This “Kit’’ of Discussion Topics and Pro- 
gram Suggestions for Young People, edited by 
Margaret Gibson Hummel, is in tablet form, 
with pages perforated for easy removal of spe- 
cial outlines, and is set-up in special sections, 
as follows: 

1. Section A—general plans and ideas. 

2. Section B-54 topics on perforated, tear- 

out pages. 

3. Section C-16 Worship Services. 

4. Section D—Party Programs. 

“The Society Kit’ is published and copy- 
righted by Westminster Press, and the price is 
$2.50 a copy. The Kit would be invaluable 
at any time, and no amount of description could 
do it justice, but the present urgent need for 
constructive work among young people to coun- 
teract growing delinquency, makes the appear- 
ance of this book almost a public service. We 
urge you to order the “Society Kit’? through 
your book dealer, from Westminster Press, or 
through The Expositor. You NEED it to aid 
in building constructive programs. 


ot 
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Why I Go to Prayer Meeting 


J. H. Anderson, a great Christian, and suc- 
cessful business man, gives ten reasons for at- 
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tending Prayer Meetings, as outlined in Church 
Chimes, First Baptist Church, Shreveport, La., 
as follows: 

1. I cannot stay away— 

Because I love my brethren and the fellow- 
ship of the hour draws me there. 

2. I cannot stay away— 

Because I feel the need of spiritual food. 
It is too long between Sabbaths to do without 
food. 

3. I cannot stay away— 

Because my soul yearns for the worship of 
the sanctuary. 

4, I cannot stay away— 

Because my burdens are unloaded there more 
completely than at any other time or place. 
5. I cannot stay away— 

Because poise and calmness of soul come 
to me there as at no other place. 

6. I cannot stay away— 

Because of the desperate need of confession 
and forgiveness that somehow seems easier in 
the sanctuary. 

7. I cannot stay away— 

Because there is no other place on this earth 
that is such a.haven of rest to tired body and 
soul. 

8. I cannot stay away— 

Because there I get new courage to go on. 
9. I cannot stay away— 

Because it is the best cure for despondency 
and discouragement. 

10. I cannot stay away— 

Because Jesus said, ‘‘And I, if I be lifted 
up will draw all men unto me.” 

I have given ten reasons: There are 990 
other reasons just as strong which space does 
not permit me to give. 

How many real reasons can you give for not 
attending Prayer Meeting? 


s 
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A Book Display on Peace 


Rev. William J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, New 
York, sends a suggestion based on an item in 
the Syracuse Post-Standard, August, 1943: 


LIBRARY DISPLAYS BOOKS ON PEACE 

An exhibit of peace in the midst of war 
dominates the main foyer of the Syracuse pub- 
lib library this week, where the main circula- 
tion department has arranged ‘Building the 
Peace.” 

Prominently displayed is ‘The Christ at the 
Peace Table” by Gilmore; and “A Time for 
Greatness,” by Herbert Agar. “One World,” 
by Wendell Willkie holds the central spot. 
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Dr. Hart says, “librarians are always glad 
to get suggestions from local ministers 1 
garding service to library patrons.” A bo 
display giving suggestions on peace would | 
welcomed by many communities, especially 
where discussion groups are studying “‘after the 
war” angles. Many Church libraries contain 
excellent material for displays on specific si 
jects. All that is needed is someone with lead- 
ership ability to organize the display, and peo- 
ple will respond. : 

There is a’ suggestion in this for groups 
studying the present problem of Juvenile De- 
linquency. 


—— 


A Testimony 


“The Sunday School has been a powerful i 
fluence in my life. I believe all children sho 
attend Sunday School regularly. The imp 
sions that are gained in childhood, the conc 
tion of Jesus Christ as the Saviour of men 
souls, can never be erased in later life. It ha 
been of inestimable value in my life, both 
our little family circle, as well as in my we 
as a baseball player and manager of a gr 
team.”—Signed Mel Ott, Manager, Gi 
New York. 


How to Win the Peace 


Samuel S. Wyer, Consulting Engineer, 13: 
Cambridge Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio, closé 
an address on the above subject with the fol- 
lowing: ; 


WHat WouLtp Happen IF THESE WERE 
PRACTICED ? 


Action Commitments 
for 
National and World Order 

In the sight of God and in this fellowship, — 

as citizens of the United States of America, 

we humbly and sincerely make these com-_ 

mitments: ? 
_ We grant to others every right we demand 
for ourselves and thus become other-fellow- 
minded. 

We will strive to maintain democratic free- 
doms and rights for all, including minority 
groups and those with whom we disagree. 

We face that “biology and the Bible agree 
that ‘God hath made of one blood all nations 
of men’.” Thus, “superior race’’ claims “can: 
not be scientifically substantiated,” and are “% 
myth and a delusion.” ; 

We accept the conclusions that international 
trade must be on the basis that for every dolla: 
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alue of goods we send out,. a corresponding 
ollar value of goods must come in. 

We are now living in an interdependent 
orld which eliminates forever any dream of 
solation for our nation. 

_ We accept without reservation the idea that 
en acting collectively shall live by the same 
ode of morals as men acting singly and as in- 
ividuals. 

We unite in the spirit of the ideals of Jesus 
ith the firm purpose to create and maintain 
uch a distribution of the national income that 
vill make it possible for workers to buy their 
fair share of the wealth they have helped to 
create. 

We will have legal facilities available in all 
capital-labor controversies so that any worker 
can get justice without cost and without vio- 
lence. 

We confess our own national sins and face 
with candor all that is sordid in our own past 
war. history. 

_ We resolve and pledge to shun all attitudes 
of hate or vengeance, in our relations with 
others as individuals and nations. 

We will replace the concept of absolute 
sovereignty—which has been the claimed right 
to do as we please with other nations with a 
workable program of international cooperation. 

We will remember by thought and attitude 
that no effective international law and order 
program is possible among nations unless we 
assume our part. 


A Rural Minister and The World 


The late President McCosh of Princeton said 
that Jonathan Edwards was ‘“'the greatest think- 
et that America has produced.” Daniel Web- 
ster said that Edwards’ treatise on The Free- 
dom of the Will was “the greatest achievement 
of the human intellect.’ Hollister’s Hzstory 
of Connecticut went so far as to call him not 
only ‘the most gifted man of the eighteenth 
century’, but “perhaps the most’ profound 
thinker in the world.” 

In a little meeting house at Enfield, Conn., 
this spiritual and intellectual genius 202 years 
ago last summer delivered a sermon that shook 
the whole Christian world. He just happened 
to be at Enfield that day as a supply preacher, 


taking a Sunday away from his own parish at 


Northampton, Mass. He preached that morn- 
ing on “Sinners in The Hands of An Angry 
God,” and he set the spark of the Great Awak- 
ening. Powerful spiritual results came, too, 
from his regular pastoral preaching at Nort- 
hampton, a village parish, where he made 
pleas, Sunday after Sunday, for repentance from 
sin and faith in the sovereignty of God. 

There were some practices in the life of 
Jonathan Edwards that ought to be remem- 
bered and emulated by rural as well as city 
ministers in our day. Some of his habits of 
life could not be accepted in modern village 
parishes. But his habit of devoting long hours 
to study and prayer was the basic secret of his 
power. While today’s ministers believe they 
ought to devote ten or fifteen hours a week to 
study, Edwards spent thirteen hours a day in 
secluded reading, meditation and writing. Of 
course, he did no pastoral calling. But he was 
not unmindful of the social environment of his 
people. He was the father of eleven children 
and he knew their lives and problems. It was 
his concern over the morals of the young peo- 
ple of Northampton that stimulated his great- 
est preaching. 

We sat a few weeks ago in the study of one 
of the greatest preachers of our generation 
and talked about the work of the pastorate. 
He had been a rural pastor for several years 
in the early days of his ministry. Those, he 
said, were the days when he really laid the 
serious foundations of his spiritual and intel- 
lectual development. He did not do a great 
deal of calling. We asked, “Did not the peo- 
ple object to that?” His reply was, “Maybe 
some of them wanted more of it but they 
never complained about my s/wdying! That 
was what produced the results in the pulpit and 
that is what builds an enduring pastorate.” 

After a quarter of a century at Northampton 
Jonathan Edwards became a home missionary 
and went to minister to the Indians at Stock- 
bridge, Mass. While serving as a home mis- 
sionaty he continued to be the most powerful 
influence upon the theological thinking of the 
English speaking world. While he was later 
called to the presidency of Princeton he died 
before he could take up the active leadership of 
the college. He was an intellectual giant who 
devoted his whole ministry to the rural field. 

—The Presbyterian Tribune 


December, 1943 
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Text: “Think not that I am come to send 
peace on the earth. I came not to send 
peace, but a sword.”—Matthew 10:34. 


F we were asked ‘‘What is the distinctive 
message of Christmas?” there are few of 
us but would at once reply, “Why 

peace, of course.” The angelic chorus gave 
forth the Christmas message, ‘Peace on earth 
among men in whom He is well pleased.” Yet 
when we turn to the One whose advent Christ- 
mas commemorates, we find Him expressly 
warning us against making any such claim on 
His behalf. “Think not,’ said He to His dis- 
ciples, “that I am come to send peace on earth, 
I came not to send peace, but a sword.” 

Have we been wrong, then, in speaking of 
the Christmas message as the Gospel of Peace? 
Surely there is every reason for the claim? 
Isaiah in his great Messianic prophecy described 
the coming Messiah as “The Prince of Peace,” 
and declared that of the increase of His gov- 
ernment and peace, there shall be no end.” 
Nearer His birth, Zacharias, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, spoke of Him as “The Dayspring 
from on High,’ who would guide our feet into 
the way of peace.’ On the night in which 
He was born in Bethlehem, the shepherds 
heard the angelic choir singing of ‘peace on 
earth.” In all His life and ministry the note of 
peace was never absent. ‘‘Blessed are the 
Peacemakers,’ He announced in the Sermon on 
the Mount, ‘‘for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God.” The poor sufferers whose in- 
firmity had been removed, the poor sinners 
whose sins had been forgiven, were bidden “Go 
in Peace." He would greet His disciples with 
the words, “Peace be unto you!’ Here was a 
constant reminder that peace was the gift of 
God to men through Jesus Christ His Son. 

We have every right and reason to think of 
Christ as the Prince of Peace. What His own 
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SERMONS — 


NOT PEACE 


BUT A SWORD 


EDWIN WYLE 


words, however, impress upon us, is that His 
advent into our world could not fail to be the 
occasion for bloodshed and tears. He came to 
a world that was lying in bondage to the evil 
one, a world dominated by evil principles and 
powers, which did not rest until they had em 
compassed His death upon a Cross. > 

There is therefore, no contradiction between 
the ancient prophecy which culminated in the 
angel’s song, and our Lord’s own declaration as 
to the spirit of His mission. He knew that His 
coming was bound to stir up titanic strife, that 
all the embattled powers of darkness would 
band themselves together to wage ceaseless war 
against Him. The ultimate purpose of Christ's 


-advent into our world was peace, but its im 


mediate purpose was to create conflict and dive 
sion, for He was set for the rising and falling 
of many. i 

Now there are many today who are telling us 
that Christianity is a failure, that Christmas is 
a. mockery, because we are again faced with 
the tragic spectacle of our beloved country at 
war. But the fact of war is no proof that 
Christianity has failed. Is not this a Holy war, 
are we not fighting for the very things that 
Christ came to create? This terrible struggle 
that is being waged between the forces of good 
and the forces of evil is bitter evidence that 
there is all around us a world which is at en- 
mity with Him whose advent we commemorate 
on Christmas day, and that wherever His ban- 
ner is unfurled there will be conflict. 

The fact is there can be no real peace apart 
from Righteousness. During the years im- 
mediately preceding this war, statesmen here 
and in other lands were determined to safe- 
guard peace, almost at all costs. When in Brit- 
ain, I found that nearly every church had its 
peace society, but their efforts were doomed te 
failure. Peace was only kept by compromise, 
or as it came to be called—appeasement—and 
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compromise was a fatal policy that could only 
end in disaster. 

The peace that Christ offers can only be 

gained by conflict, and all who would follow 
Him must be prepared to enter His army. We 
do not find St. Paul looking back on his Christ- 
ian life and regarding it as a primrose path. 
When he comes to the end he talks of laying 
aside armor, of finishing courses and fighting 
fights. 
There is no reason then, why we should be 
cast down, and speak of the failure of Christ- 
ianity, because Christmas finds us in the throes 
of war. The Incarnation itself was with a view 
to a cross. 

In these dark days the FACT of Christmas 
should fill our hearts with confidence and hope. 


“Be of good cheer, I HAVE OVERCOME 
THE WORLD.” Thank God He left the an- 
gelic peace of Heaven to fight the battle with 
sin! Thank God He came not to enjoy peace 
in His life on earth, but to suffer and die! 
Thank God He leads us still as invincible Cap- 
tain of Salvation, and victory is already ours 
through Him. 

No, we are not going to be despondent on 
Christmas Day, we are going to rejoice and cry 
out and shout, “for Great is the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee!’ Yes, the Lord is 
with us and He is at God’s right hand and shall 
prevail until all His enemies are made His 
footstool. A Joyous Christmas to all people 
everywhere. 


OLS 


NEW THINGS FOR A NEW YEAR 


GEORGE McPHERSON HUNTER, D.D. 


“T will give him a white stone and in the stone 
anew name.” (Rev. 2:14) 
“A new commandment I write unto ye.” 
(II. John 2:8) 
“And they sang a new song.” (Rev. 5:9) 


HE first Sunday in the New Year is an 

epochal day. By custom, instinct and 

habit we think of new days to come. For 

we are at the beginning of a new era of twelve 
months. 

Now when the eyes of the world are on the 
Mediterranean Sea, and the hearts of millions 
go out to those they love in the armed forces 
on the edge of that historic sea, let us listen 

‘to what John on a lovely island said, “He speaks 

of a new name.” 

' There’s much dispute among the scholars 
about the white stone, what it meant. Greeks 
had feasts where the guests brought a token as 
a pledge that he would pay his share of the 

feast. The white stone was a pledge that the 
feasters would go what we call ‘Dutch treat’. 

But there’s no mystery about the new name. 

‘It is rich in significance and symbolic in mean- 
ing. When God enters a life transforming and 
renewing it, a new character blossoms out, and 
a new name was given. 

~~ Abraham the friend of God, when he turned 

his back on his old gods, his old ways, his old 


Mannington, West Virginia. 
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home and set his face towards a new country, 
got a new name. 

‘Thy name shall no more be called Abram 
but Abraham.” 

Jacob had a historical wrestling match, in 
the dark on a hill side. In the grey dawn he 
emerged with indelible marks on his body, a 
limping walk, deep lines on his forehead, broad 
scars on his soul. Out of that night’s experi- 
ence he got a new name “Israel.” 

Simon the fisherman, met Jesus on a memor- 
able day. Our Lord looked at him, stared be- 
yond the surface, with a deep penetrating gaze. 
He saw the shifting loose elements in his char- 
acter, the sand and the pebbles, and He said, 
“Thou Peter shalt be no more a shuffling, slip- 
pery, incoherent character, driven hither and 
yon with every wind that blows. Thou shalt 
be a rock.” 

He got a new name to fit his new char- 
acter. 

In Shakespeare’s play “The Tempest’ 
there’s a queer character, half human, half 
beast, half slave and half free, and he chants 
some lines about himself, 

“Ban, Ban, Caliban 

Has a new master, got a new man! 
Freedom, freedom, hey freedom, hey-day.” 

Here’s the paradox of the gospel; our first 
business in life is not to get freedom, but to 
get a new master, and having found our mas- 
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ter, like Caliban, we become new men. We 
find the largest freedom, a freedom from old 
sins, old habits, old ways. 
So on this first Sunday of the year we say, 
“Ring out the old names, ring in the new 
master, mew names and character.” 


A NEW COMMANDMENT: 


New men with new names, need new com- 
mandments. “A new commandment I give 
unto you that ye love one another.” 

I heard of a poor foreigner, struggling 
with the English grammar. The teacher told 
him to go through the verb to love. He be- 
gan, and managed until he got to the per- 
fect tense, when he astonished the teacher by 
saying the perfect tense of the verb to love 
was, ‘‘to live.” 

Grammatically he might have been wrong. 
However in the grammar of religion he was 
absolutely correct. 

A new commandment I give unto you that 
you live to love. What a new year this would 
be if every soul vowed he would live to love. 
Is that easy? Is it common to live to love? 
What does it matter about the things we do, 
if we do not do them in the spirit of love. 

A hustling, dynamic woman, who was al- 
ways busy, cumbered with scores of things, 
suddenly at the beginning of the year changed 
her routine. When asked why, said, ‘I’ve 
found out I can’t iron, bake, mend, and do a 
lot of things, I was doing and be a Christian 
all in one day.” 

The imperative commandments of her house- 
hold duties made her forget the one new com- 
- mandment, that ye love one another. There 
you have a great task for the new year—to love 
one another. 

Once I asked a Salvation Army officer if 
she did not find it hard to keep all the rules 
and regulations of a religious organization 
with a military form of government. 

She said, “No. I love the organization and 
what it tries to do and I never think about the 
laws.” 

That good woman was living an ordinary 
humdrum life of a small English town, be- 
longed to the church, attended church, but 
suddenly and quietly she saw the Lord in a 
new light, got a new master, a new name and 
a new character, then she went out into a life 
of service in many lands, bearing this com- 
mandment love one another. 


A NEW SONG: 


“IT will put a new song in their mouths.” 
A new name, a new commandment and new 
songs. 
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Every national upheaval in life has alwa 
created new songs. When the human spirit 
finds freedom, it bursts into song. . 

This year on the first day of the year 
read one of the finest new year stories ever 
written, Browning’s ‘Pippa Passes.” 3 

It’s about a little factory girl, who sang on 
a new year’s day. She had new year’s day asa 
holiday, and she wonders how she will spend 
it. 

“Tomorrow I must be Pippa who winds silk 
The whole year round to earn bread and milk.” 

Then she remembered, that the man who 
owned the silk mill where she worked, had 
been murdered by his wife, and her lover. ~ 

Jules the artist was about to sell his art for 
money. Luigi, the patriot, who had vowed to 
give his life to save Italy was to meet 
mother that day and she would do all in het 
power to turn him aside from his high put 
poses. 

She knew that the good parish priest would 
be facing temptations, it would be hard for 
him to resist. 

Here they were, those people, each in their 
own sphere, were to confront the great crisis 
of their lives. 

For there are deeds in our lives which ac 
as hinges do to a door. These deeds ope 
or shut into days of power or days of sordi 
ness. 

So Pippa goes out. She passes the houses 
singing as she goes. The murderers with their 
guilty secret hear her song. Then past the 
house of the young artist on the brink of 2 
moral abyss singing as she goes. 

“The years at the spring 
And days at the morn 
Mornings at seven 
The hillside’s dew pearled 
The larks on the wing 
The snails on the thorn 
God’s in his heaven 
All’s right with the world.” 

Past the turret where the patriot Luigi's 
mother is trying to get her son to sell his so 
for gain. Past the house where: the Priest is 
wrestling with the tempter. , 

Outside of the house of the guilty pair she 
goes singing, 

Then the slumbering conscience of all awake. 
The guilty pair take the only course open. 
ae Artist turns from the gully yawning for 

im. 

The patriot hears and pushes away the mon y 
tempting him, and the Priest hearing, rededl 
cated himself to his vows of consecration. 

What Pippa’s song and the story means, is 
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THE PASTOR KNOWS... 
Better Than Anyone Else 


the effects of illness and accident in the home— 
chow wages are lost . . . medical and hospital bills pile up— 


how worry wears on the family and beats down the morale 
of the patient 


IT NEED NOT HAPPEN TO YOU 


Let The Ministers Life and Casualty Union's SPECIAL policy 
bear the burden of your disabilities. 
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that as we pass through life, we are to love, 
so that the song of our love will lift men out 
of the unclean, the untrue, and the unholy, 
that new purposes will crowd in and the peo- 


SLOSS 


Ae 


ple who meet us will be strengthened f 
better living. 

May God give us a new song this day, 
song of victory, the song of the redeemed. 


FOLLOW THE COPY 


JOHN R. KIRTS,D.D. : 


Lexi: Epp, 571 


NYONE who has gone through the 
schools may wonder a bit at the way the 
Apostle Paul regarded his knowledge. 

This learned man expressed contempt for 
“mysteries and secret lore.’ Read what he 
says about all such intellectual trappings in 
that incomparable hymn of love in I Cor., ch. 
13. With true insight he pierced the fog to 
catch sight of the reality about life. Not what 
the mind thinks but what the heart feels finally 
determines the direction we take. A man is 
never saved, he is not incited to holiness, by 
intellectual activity alone. To be sure, reason 
has a part to play in salvation and sanctifica- 
tion. But unless thought is communicated to 
the heart, it is never transformed into the music 
of Christlike living. 

Thus the Apostle Paul addressed those whom 
he longed to see advancing in holy living not 
as men and women, mature and wise, but as 
“beloved children.’”’ This was a salutation de- 
signed to produce the response he desired. Love 
was the keynote. .In sounding it, this man of 
learning, who had been enslaved by the Master, 
was convinced that it was the only appeal 
strong enough to reach the hidden depths of 
their hearts. He knew that the most profound 
longing of the human soul is to feel that God 
cares. It is not enough to know that He is; 
we want to be sure that He regards us with 
loving kindness and tender mercy. 

“You are beloved of God,’ Paul said in 
effect. The Infinite holds us, collectively and 
individually, in mind and desires to be a Father 
tous. One likes to think that the great Apostle 
in his private devotions prayed the Lord's 
Prayer—'‘Our Father, who art in heaven.”’ No 
doubt he was familiar with it as he was 
with all the teachings of Jesus. He accepted 
its meaning and implications. God is our 
Father and we are his children: Abraham, Isaac, 


Miles City, Montana. 
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‘brothers, democracy is today a living reality.” 


and Jacob, yes; and all men: Ephesians, too. 
It makes no difference what our race, col 
class, or condition. He loves us all, this re 
fect Father whe sets a patte:n of living for al 
His children. 

How much of an idea of natural and 1 
dividual rights did this avowal of Paul’s ba 
men are beloved children of God seep into 
the consciousness of those to whom he wi 
writing? To some, no doubt, it brought 
fresh and surprising sense of their individ 
worth. All unconsciously the Apostle 
sowing revolutionary seed which was in a 


sequent centuries to spring up in democr, 

action. These people were subjects of the 
Roman State. That Empire is no more, bi 
thanks to the Christian doctrine that God 
Father and all men are His children, h 


There is more than an intimation of dem 
cracy, however, in the affectionate term “ 
dren” which the Apostle bestowed upon the 
Christians in Ephesus. Learned as he was, he 
was ready to admit that it is not the wise who 
enter the Kingdom. Until a man is willing 
count his own opinions as nothing can he enter 
the realm of God. First become trustful, as 
willing to learn as a child, and then you may 
go in. 

The truth is that there are no old en 
calendars to the contrary notwithstanding. Wha 
right has 1944 to make me think that I at 
older when I tear off the last sheet of 1943 
Men make calendars. 3 
“We live in deeds, not years, in thoughts, not 

breaths; > 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs.” 

On August 21, 1943, at New Haven, Con- 
necticut, a man died. As men count years, he 
was 78 years old. But it would be incorrect 
to say that William Lyon Phelps was ever an 
old man. No one who saw and heard him, 
even after his retirement from teaching Eng: 
lish literature at Yale for four decades, would 
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At Your Bookstore 


NATIONAL BIBLE PRESS 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


PUBLISHERS OF 


THE MINISTER'S 
ANNUAL, VOL. 15 


This Christmas, those who receive 
National Bibles receive doubly 
precious gifts. Demand for these 
Bibles is greater than ever... vital 
materials which go into them are 


scarce. To those whom you especi- 
ally wish to honor. . . to those who 
now value a Bible more than ever 
... give this Book of Books. 


The mechanical work on the current 
issue of The Minister’s Annual is 
progressing as rapidly as present 
conditions permit. 


The many hundreds of orders on file and awaiting completion of volume 15, 
will be filled at the combination price of former issues, 
in spite of greatly increased costs 


Restrictions on paper supply, con- 
gested printing conditions where book 
publishing can be handled, congested 
binderies, and restrictions on binding 
materials, lack of skilled bindery help, 
each contributes to the delay affecting 


all book publishers. Present indications 
are that there may be books available in 
January. However, changes in schedules 
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and availability of skilled help are to be 
expected and come without notice. 
Volume 15 is not designed for a spe- 
cific calendar year, but like volume 14, 
is made of 52 chapters and a special 
section, completely indexed, good any 
year. ‘The material in the volume, con- 
tributed by leading, active preachers, 
applies the Gospel to life as we know it 


MODAY. 


say that. On the occasion of his seventy-fifth 
birthday Dr. Phelps recommended a diet of 
varied interests for keeping young. When he 
wrote his autobiography it was called a thou- 
sand pages of his love for people, for books and 
for life, for Yale, for country and for God. 

By cultivating the child-heart we not only 
stay young, we also avoid the error of thinking 
that we can capture God and confine Him in a 
definition. It is characteristic of the child- 
heart not to define but to appreciate and to en- 
joy. God cannot be known, but we can love 
Him anad enjoy Him forever. 

If we cannot know God, then how can we 
copy Him? We have a divine Pattern. “No- 
body has ever seen God, but God has been 
unfolded by the divine One, the only Son.” 
(John 1:18, Moffatt.) Our Copy walked the 
common ways of men and we may follow in 
His footprints. The Christian life is as easy 
and as hard as that. 

Some one may say: ‘ ‘Copy God!’ 
is too much for me. I cannot do it.” 

Let no one hesitate to begin. None can be 
expert all at once. Living like Christ is a pro- 
cess. First begin, then, do the best you know 
how, with God’s help. 

And God help us if we are ever satisfied 
with our achievement, though we may rejoice 
as we follow the upward way, for it is the only 
way of promise and hope. 

O Thou who art the Way, we look to Thee 
for direction. Following in Thy footsteps, may 
we enter into fullness of life. Amen. 


This 


Let us give Him the happiest Birthday His 
world has given Him yet, 

Let us centre our thoughts on Jesus, and try for 
awhile to forget 

The sorrows that press us so sorely, And the 
loss of the ones we love. 

Let us think of the Royal Birthday which our 
dear ones are keeping above. 

And let us try on this Christmas to give Him 
the one thing He needs— 

Our Hearts, with their grief or their gladness— 
The one thing for which Jesus pleads. 

It may be the very last Christmas we shall keep 
midst the sorrows of earth, 

We may spend the next Christmas in Heaven, 
And keep there the Day of Christ’s Birth. 


“We are made for cooperation, like feet, 
hands, eyes and sets of teeth.” Marcus Aurelius. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


J. J. SEssLer, Pu.D. 


Whiter Than Snow : 
OBJECT: A bowl of snow. H 


STORY: A little girl went out to play in the 
snow and coming in, said: : 
“Mamma, I couldn't help praying when I 
was outside playing.” 
“What did you pray, my child?” asked the 
mother. : 
“I prayed the snow-prayer, Mamma, that I 
learned in Sunday School: Wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow.” 7 
Have you ever examined a snowflake close 
ly? In Jericho, Vermont, lived a man name¢ 
Wilson Bentley who was called “The Sno 
flake man.’ Studying snowflakes was 
hobby. For forty-seven years he made photo 
gtaphs of snowflakes. He took more thai 
five thousand pictures. After a snowstorm he 
used to say that he had received “a birthday 
gift from Bing Winter.” Every one of the 
pictures of the snowflakes was like a oral 
crystal and no two were alike. Verily, the 
snow is beautiful; each crystal is formed by tht 
Great Artist, God, no two alike. 
In the Book of Job we read, “For he 4 


to the snow, fall thou on the earth.” Al 


““Hast thou entered into the treasures of 


We know that whatever God sends 


snow?” 
good and Job tells us that snow is a treas 
So we must delve into the snow in order 
understand it. 

Snow is a substitute for the sun. Strange, bi 
true. When the cold nights of winter come 
your mother spreads warm woolen blank 
on your bed to keep you warm. The Bi 
says, “God sendeth snow like wool.” 
the ground is cold and the roots of the pla 
and grass are in danger of freezing, God 
spreads a beautiful white comforter of sn 
over the ground to keep it warm. The far 
ers will tell us that one of the useful service 
of snow is to cover the winter wheat to keep 
it from freezing. But when the sun shines 
bright and warm, the snow coverlet disappears. 
It is no longer needed. God knows that the 
roots and plants must be kept warm so that our 
daily bread materializes in the summer. 

Looking at this snow, we wonder whether 
it has still another use. When the snow falls 
on mountain-tops in great quantities, it hard- 
ens into glaciers. When this snow melts in the 
spring it runs down the mountain sides in little 
streams and in that way waters and fertilizes 
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Two Compelling Christmas Folders 


Candlelight Service Folder No. 2 


In Colors 

This service has been planned for the churches and Sunday 
Schools and Day Schools which desire a program with a large 
percentage of lay participation. Old Christmas hymns and 
gospel readings make up the bulk of the program. A Choir is 
necessary for leading the singing, and a group of vested girls 
has an important part. One girl should be dressed as a 
Christmas angel. If a sermon is desired, it may be placed 
immediately following the “Message of the Candlelight.” The 
church may be lighted with candles for the service. One large 
candle placed on the altar or communion table is not to be 
lighted until the proper point, as indicated in the program. 


“CANDLE LIGHT» 
ne RMICE SS. 


the light of men JON ie 


it length. 


Ready to Mail 
A new and timely pastoral letter. 


and beauty. 
your heart and hearth.” 


Size, 534 x 834 folded 
Price: $2.00 per hundred; 500, $8.75; 


The vested girls may be included in the processional to give 


Price: $2.00 per hundred, $8.75 for 500, $15.00 per 1,000. 
Mailing Envelopes, 35c per hundred 


“The Cheery Guest--Christmas Letter No. 35” 


In Christmas Colors 


It pictures Christmas as a 
“Guest” whose “coming through the door’ forces doubt to 
“fly out the window” as it fills the whole room with warmth 
And this “even in a year of chaos.” 


It speaks of the “Cheer and the glow of the star’ that 
brightened the waiting centuries — “the symbol of His glory.” 


It closes with a pastoral prayer that “Christ may be close to 


1,000, $15.00 
Mailing Envelopes, 35c per hundred 


SEND FOR OUR CHRISTMAS BULLETIN OF HELPS 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 296 Broadway, New York 7 
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Only Portion of Honor Roll Shown 


USE DEPENDABLE 


; Two New “Salute Songs’ furnished with each order 
ee Salute to the U. S. Flag 


*Handbook for Dedications 
*Flag Sets for Churches 


DIETZ SUPPLIES 


Extra Capacity Name Plate Board 


Salute to the Christian Flag 
Immediate Delivery 
Write for Details and Prices 
*Gifts for the Boys 
*Patriotic Folders 
When Traveling from ‘Coast to Coast” 


Visit the House of a Thousand Things for the Church 


Our Catalog Is Free 


WM. H. DIETZ, Inc., 10 S. Wabash, Dept. 40, Chicago 3, Ill. 


the valleys. In some countries where the sun 
is intensely hot and very little rain falls, noth- 
ing would grow if it were not for the melting 
snow irrigating the land. No man, woman or 
child could live in a country of that kind for 
no life could exist. 

“God saith to the snow, be thou on the 
earth.’ The snow arrives in all its beauty. It 
covers, warms and waters the earth. Only a 
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good, all-wise God could so adequately and in 
such a beautiful way provide for us. Remem- 
ber to thank Him for the blessings of snow, 
this Christmas season. 


Carbon Copies of Jesus 
OBJECT: ‘Two sheets of typewriter paper. 
One sheet of carbon paper. 
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STORY: If I put this piece of carbon-paper 
between these two sheets of paper and use this 
pencil to write the word “Jesus” on the top 
sheet, what occurs? Yes, you are right. If 
I look at the sheet of paper beneath the carbon 
paper I will see the word ‘“‘Jesus.’’ It is a car- 
bon copy of the original sheet, almost as plain 
and distinct as the word on the first sheet. 
I, then have here a carbon copy of the word 
“Jesus.” A carbon copy is an image, a likeness 
of the real thing. Don’t you think that it 
would be a good idea to be a carbon copy of 
Jesus? I know we would all like to copy Jesus, 
but how can we do it? 

Paul writing to the early Christians speaks 
of “Looking unto Jesus’, and of being “'trans- 
formed into the same image.” In our own 
words we might say, “We can become carbon 
copies of Jesus by looking up to Him.” 

There is an old legend about a prince who 
had a crooked back. He was very sensitive 
about this affliction. So he asked the best sculp- 
tor in his kingdom to make a statue of him 
with a straight back. When the statue was 
finished the prince had it placed in a secret nook 
in his garden. Every day he would go into this 
hidden place and gaze long and earnestly at 
the statue. Months passed and people began 
to notice that the prince’s back was not as 
crooked as it had bee and that he seemed much 
nobler looking. The prince went into the gar- 
den once more and looked earnestly at the 
statue and then at himself, and lo, his back 
had grown as straight as the perfect statue. 
He had become a carbon copy of the statue. 

If we desire to be a carbon copy of Jesus 
we must keep in daily contact with Him, never 
taking our eyes from the ideal we wish to 
attain. 

If we fix our eyes upon Jesus and continu- 
ally keep them there, we will become true car- 
bon copies of Him. However, if our eyes 
wander here and there and we get off our 
course, our carbon copy will be smudged and 
blurred. If we want to be ‘transformed into 
the same image’ we must look unto Jesus. 

This carbon copy is like the original on which 
we wrote the name Jesus. Jesus is God’s ori- 
ginal man of whom we are to be carbon copies. 
God wants us to be like Jesus. He is the per- 
fect man for us to copy. We are by no means 
perfect. There are so many things wrong with 
us. When we ask what would Jesus do if He 
were I, we would be copying Him. Jesus was 
kind, loving, helpful, reverent, and He loved 
God and His neighbor. He never sinned. He 
lived the good life. That is what we should 
try to do. Let us do our best to be carbon 
copies of Him. 
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Merry Christmas in the 
Rural Schoolhouse 


Luke 2:10. “Good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.” : 
Though busy with a church of over three 
hundred members in the twin villages of Sandy 
Creek and Lacona, New York, the Rev. Walter 
S. Dobbie, during an extended pastorate, culti- 
vated the habit of extending religious educa= 
tion to the surrounding country school-houw 
He devoted Friday of each week during 
school year to this task, and found an oppor 
tunity of serving five of these schools ie 
a few miles from his residence. The authori 
ties each grant him a half hour for this p 
pose; and so, driving his car from one to 
other, he visits three in the morning and 
in the afternoon. He conducts a brief servic 
of worship, with hymns, and gives instruction 
in the Bible. 
The young children in these schools (the 
older ones are taken to the Central School 
in Sandy Creek) are very appreciative of these 
visits, and look forward to them with eagef- 
ness. Gladly do they co-operate in every wa 
possible to them. The attitude of the teachers 
is also helpful. 7 
On the other hand, the minister is a 
seeking for some new ways to interest and i 
struct the children. For instance, when Christ 
mas came, on a Friday before the schools 
closed, he took with him two young women 
with piano accordions, expensive and beautiful 
instruments, who led the company in singi 
Christmas carols. Some of the children had 
never before seen such a musical instrument. 
The minister is himself a musician, and $0, 
accompanied by the instruments, he led the 
boys and girls in singing favorite Christmas 
hymns. § 


Youthful Givers at Christmastide 
Matt. 2:11. “They presented .. . gifts.” 

A plea for the “Hundred Neediest Cases,” 
is made each December by the not a few U. S. 
papers and substantial sums, from widely scat- 
tered sources, are received to aid the needy 
cases, each of which has been thoroughly in- 
vestigated and approved by various charity or- 
ganizations, Beginning with one hundred each 
year, as a matter ot fact the list extends before 


The Expositor 
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NEW SHIPMENTS OF 


Cambridge Bibles 


continue to arrive from England. Unfortunately, shipments are never as 
large as we should like nor do they come as often as we desire. But we are 
assured that more are on their way and we shall continue to fill orders as 


rapidly and fully as possible. 


As the publishers of CAMBRIDGE BIBLES, we thank you for your 
patience and continued interest during the past months, and we urge you 
to consult your bookseller about CAMBRIDGE BIBLES when buying 


this fall. 


CAMBRIDGE BIBLES, like most things 
that are hard to get, are the best! 


THE MACMILLAN CO., 60 FIFTH AVE., 


the month is over to three or four hundred 
cases. 

_ Large gifts come from those who have the 
ability to give, but most of the contributions 
are in modest amounts. Many of these are 
memorial gifts—particularly in “Memory of my 
mother’. The contributors are of all ages, 
and even the very young become interested as 
the two following communications will indi- 
cate: 

“I am a little boy,” said one, ‘7 years old. 
I am sending you ten cents of my own money 
to make some child happy for Christmas.” 

After learning about a little boy of four 
whose father and mother had deserted him, and 
who needed “‘prolonged sympathetic care, to- 
gether with food, clothing and shelter . . . be- 
fore he could be fitted for adoption,” a little 
girl, also four years of age, sent in a gift. Ac- 
companying this was a note scrawled in crayon, 
which read: 

“Alfred, I am sending you some money (5 
cents). 1 got it from my doggie bank. I saved 
31 pennies for Christmas presents. I hope 
you will come to see me and hear a story. I 
hope you find a nice daddy and mommy. How 
are you to-day? I hope you are fine to-day.” 

Thus, even little children are glad to share 
with others less fortunate than themselves when 
they learn of real cases of need, and especially 
at Christrnas. 


Personality is the ultimate reality—Van Dyke. 
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Terry’s Christmas 


Luke 2:10. “Good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.” 


Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis once told his 
Brooklyn congregation this story: 

One Christmas eve, some years ago, I visited 
a home in the tenements of the factory district 
neat Flushing avenue. Terry Eagan, the 7- 
year-old boy whom I wished especially to see 
had been one of the liveliest in the recreation 
playground of which I had had charge the 
previous summer. He was one of a large 
family, and his father was a bricklayer, a 
wretched character, drunk half the time. The 
mother usually did washing to support the 
children, but at this particular time she was 
sick in bed, and the daughter, about 16 years 
of age, was at the washtub. One of the boys 
was in jail because of petty larceny. The father 
was out of work and kept the family in terror 
because of his violent temper and his rough 
ways when under the influence of liquor. It 
was a cheerless prospect for Christmas! But 
what surprised me and touched my heart was 
that little Terry Eagan had made his attempt 
to celebrate. There upon the grimy wall was 
tied a branch of evergreen and hanging from 
it one single ring of candy. I asked Terry 
where he got that branch. ‘‘My Christmastree ?”’ 
he said, “why I run after a grocer’s wagon and 
broke it off!’ The candy he had bought with 
a penny some passerby had given him. What 
a brave boyish optimism! With a capital of 
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‘Ch aveiad life that 


remawts ever young, 


Singing at evening the 


song it has sung. ? 


— GEORGE MATHESON 


Undying... 1s the spirit instilled 
in man by music. Be it interpreted 
by the violinist or the organist, 
rich, clear tones heighten enjoy- 
ment. It is for the supreme excel- 
lence of tone that Moller, organs 
are world-renown to artist and 
listener alike. 


Today, war is demanding all tried 
and proven organ building mate- 
rials and organ craftsmen. Thus, the 
construction of new organs of ex- 
cellence, the fine rebuilding of old 
organs is precluded "til Victory.So, 
if you are planning to buy. or re- 
build, we suggest you wait until 
peacetime and be assured of out- 
standing clarity and brilliance of 
tone. 


POA WLR 


THE ARTIST OF ORGANS -THE ORGAN OF ARTISTS 


HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


one cent he had set about to bring a little sun- 
shine into that dingy home. 


Christmas Greetings From the 
Heads of Nations 


Luke 1:78 “The dayspring from on high hath 


visited us,’’ 


“God's blessing’’ were the words which 
closed the Christmas address of both President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, of the United States, 
and also of King George of England, when, 
in 1933, their Christmas greetings were broad- 
cast. 

President Roosevelt delivered his brief ad- 
dress when the municipal Christmas Tree at 
Washington was illuminated, and began by 
saying, on Christmas Eve: 

“We in the nation’s capital are gathered 
around this symbolic tree, celebrating the com- 
ing of Christmas; in spirit we join with mil- 
lions of others, men and women and children, 
throughout our own land and in other coun- 
tries and continents, in happy and reverent ob- 
setvance of the spirit of Christmas.” 

In a short time he closed by extending “a 
merry Christmas and a truly happy New Year.” 
Then came the closing sentence: 
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“Ogdensburg, just across the street from A 


‘And so, for now and for always, ‘G 
bless us every one!’ ”’ 

The address of King George was deliver 
on Christmas Day, early in the afternoon, wher 
Englishmen in their native land had just 
finished eating their plum pudding. He spoke 
to the “world-wide family” of the British Em- 
pire, and expressed “profound emotion” as 
well as “gratitude.” Closing, he said: 

“I wish to all who hear me, and especially 
to the children, whose great day this is, 2 
happy Christmas, with the blessings of peace 
upon earth to men of good will. God bless 
you!” f 
A special cable message to the New York 
Times from London said, “Somehow the simple 
‘God bless you,’ with which the King ended 
his message, brought tears to many eyes.” 

But it was a significant thing that the he 
of these two great English speaking nati 
closed with ““God’s blessing” to their lister 


General Saluted Child 
Isa. 11:6. “And a little child shall lead them 

Military courtesy was displayed in an extrao 
dinary manner in August, 1940, during 
military maneuvers in Northern New York. 
Ninety-five children were in the Home fc 
Children of the Society of United Helpers 


Public Relations Headquarters, and the children 
were eagerly watching the arrival of the 
officers. 

One youngster, seeing Lieutenant Ge 
Hugh A. Drum wave to the group, saluted. 
Immediately the General came to attention 
smartly returned the salute. ; 


i 


Gave the Prisoner His Lifebelt 
John 15:13. “That a man lay down his lif . 
A British officer commanding the military 
guard in charge of German and Italian prison- 
ers aboard the Arandora Star when the linet 
was sunk while on its way to Canada, gave his 
life for one of the men who had been in 
terned. The name of this officer, Brevet Major 
C. A. Bethell, was the first of the casualties 
to be announced. ; 
As the ship was sinking, it is said, Majo 
Bethell handed his life-belt to a prisoner. He 
himself, standing on the bridge, went dowr 
with the captain. Said a survivor: ; 
“It was the finest thing I have ever seen 
He was a real hero—perfectly cool and calm, 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


J. J. PHELAN, D.D. 


Cheer For New Year 


Jno. 1:17. “The Law was given thru Moses, 
blessing and truth thru Christ.” 
[ Pet. 2:24. “By his stripes, you were healed.’ 


A mid-westerner writes to his banker: ‘My 
note was due in 1943, but I could not meet it. 
My plight is due to Federal laws, State laws, 
county laws, corporation laws, by-laws, mother- 
in-laws and-outlaws,—all of which have been 
foisted upon an unsuspecting public. Because 
of these laws, I have been held down, held up, 
walked on, stamped on, sat on, jammed, 
squeezed and pushed, until I do not know 
where I am, what I am, or why I am. How 
would you feel with a merchant’s and unem- 
ployed help-tax, capital stock-tax, income-tax, 
real estate and property tax, auto tax, gas, heat 
and light tax, cigar tax, street tax, school and 
“Special levy” tax, syntax and carpet tax?” 
His wail of the old year continues: ‘“The gov- 
ernment, my family and every other family, 
continues to govern my business,—so that I do 
not know who owns it. I am suspected, ex- 
pected, inspected, disrespected, examined, re- 
examined and dunned to death for money for 
evety wish, hope, need and cause of the entire 
human race. And, if I refuse to go out and 
beg, borrow and steal from my friends, I shall 
be cussed and discussed, boycotted, talked to, 
talked about, lied to, lied about, held up, held 
down and robbed until I am ruined. My only 
reason for not committing suicide—is that I 
am not so sure but what the next life will be 
still warmer.” 

Cheer up, brother. Read II. Cor. 11:23-30 
where St. Paul, a fellow-sufferer extends a New 
Year's Greeting. 


Old Year Echoes 


Isa. 2:4. “War no more.” 


Will another New Year see us tramping to 
wat’s music? We remember, twenty-five years 
ago that ‘the only objective of any nation was 
0 ‘hang the Kaiser’.” With this accomplished, 
how easy it was to visualize the rest: an upside 
world becoming rightside up; democracy then 
would be restored by its valiant defenders; a 
new world-order would begin the day after the 
Armistice; all workers and laborers to be among 
the very first to go back to work in our fac- 
ories, shops and counting-rooms; even the 
farmer was depicted as tripping lightly back to 
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sample 
of this “Songbook of your Dreams” 


and see how it has the Evangelizing power to stir 
souls and lead them to Christ. Make your Church 
and School stronger by helping bring our nation 
nearer to God through use of these great hymns. 


“Quality... through and through”’ 


“Devotional Hymns’”’ is rich in treasured favorites 
and best new material...songs for children, young 
people, choruses, solos, duets, choir numbers, and 
well chosen Scripture readings. 


Has seven quality features found only in hymnals 
costing 50% more. Gives you MOST for your 
money...a BIG musical library. Buy new song- 
books only after seeing a sample... write TODAY! 


Beautifully bound in vellum lacquered cloth with 
tarnish-proof gold stamping. Fully orchestrated, 
For sample copy, write giving church, 
denomination and pastor’s name. Save 
time... use margin...clip and mail. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 16892 
only the best in song books COMPANY 


5701-VD3 West Lake Street Chicago 44, Illinois 


CHURCH RECORDS 


Ces 


aN SAUECH, 8c 
£9, 


INCREASE YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 


with “B and M” Loose Leaf Records. Write for FREE 
samples of our Individual Church Record, Treasurer’s 
Cash Record, and Guest Register. 


W. E. MANSFIELD & CO., St. Joseph, Mo. 
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HIGHEST IN QUALITY 


Quality attracts §& 
whether in 
preaching, sing- 
ing, architecture 
or furnishings. 
This is why “The 
Service Hymnal” 
will advance your 
work inthe church 
and school. It is a 
book of quality— 
in materials, man- 
ufacture and bind- 
ing as well as in 
musical contents, 
Scripture readings 
and spiritual force. 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Send for FREE sample copy; you will 
sense instinctively its fitness for every re- 
ligiousneed. Descantsto established tunes 
are a popular feature. First classified 
hymnal to be completely orchestrated. 
Bound superbly in lacquered ‘Class A’ 
cloth, tarnish-proof gold embossing, tinted 
edges, price only $67.50 a 100, not prepaid. 


If your church needs new 
hymnals write post card giv- 
ing your official church title, 
the name and denomination 
of your Church, tell us when 
you expect to buy and we will 
send a Free sample of ““The 
Service Hymnal’ ’ and our 
folder of “Finance Plans” for 
easy purchase of new books. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best in song books COMPANY 


5701-V3 West Lake Street Chicago 44, Illinois 


&®& S MONEY 8 8 


Do you need funds for some church 
project, or for a church organization 
treasury ? 


Thousands of Sunday Schools and 


churches report splendid success with 


Woolverton methods. 
free! 

We supply a church bulletin service that is 
attractive yet inexpensive. Write for current 
samples. 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING Co. 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


May we quote you on your next printing order? 
Perhaps we can save you money! 


Complete samples 


SALE: Stereopticon Slides, Lantern, Illuminating Sheet 
and Theological Books. Rev. Wm. T. Parker, Castile, 
New York. 


Blessings increase in value as they 
disappear. 
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the old farm and barn after his return from 
“over there”. With no irony, but with a sense 
of sadness, we recall a few of the many broken 
assurances and promises. Yes, war is just that 
and more. How clever the use of such Scrip. 
tures as ‘they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares and their spears into pruning-hooks, 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more, ever, if 
order to justify a so-called “last war’. 


New Year Questions 


OEY He SIE Ss 

“To be, or not to be, that’s the question. 
The state of being, rather than seeming or do- 
ing is life’s greatest question. This is a ques- 
tioning, if not an answering age. Many ques- 
tions propounded in 1943 still hang over. Some 
are pigeon-holed, others find their way to the 
waste-basket. Not all questions are serious, 
many are catch-questions, and receive their 
just deserts—a trick answer. Some questions 
are decidedly foolish and impractical; others 
require careful research and spiritualized judg- 
ment. In an age of increasing relatives and 
diminishing absolutes, it is observable that peo- 
ple are becoming less interested in stock, ready- 
made answers—than they were yesterday. The 
authoritative “‘yes’’ or “no” as a final answer 


“To arouse you by a reminder” 


-has often given way to a suspended and often 


modified judgment. Instead of the demand 
for ‘‘more heat’, we hear the siren cry “more 
light”! A few questions to ask in 1944: 1, 
Is my faith, hope and love to God and my 
fellows conditioned on the rise and fall of the 
stock market, the security or insecurity of my 
job and the result of the chess game abroad? 
2. Shall the ethics of the market-place, indus- 
try and “big” business supplant the ethics of 
Jesus in the same degree and tempo as in 
former years? We must not only reply “nga. 
but bring forth fruits with our protest in 1944. 

Many will cry out, “it must not happen 
again.”” Good, but even holy resolves must be 
reinforced with objective demonstration. De 
I merely wish for Peace or do I yearn and 
work for it in 1944? 4. Shall you and I be 
motivated by the spirit of opportunism, and 
mesmerized by the power and influence of pop: 
ular credos and questionable social practices 01 
shall we really follow the Christ Way in 1944: 


( 


\V, 
/\\ 
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BOOKS 


JWARDS BELIEF IN GOD 


r Herbert H. Farmer. Macmillan. 252 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Stalker wrote of Clarke’s Outline of Theology as 
eading like a novel’? and yet sound in scholarship. 
r. Farmer, who is Professor of Theology at West- 
inster College, Cambridge, England, here gives us such 
work. The book is written for ‘‘those who are deeply 
terested in the question of belief in God, and are pre- 
ired to do some serious thinking about it, but are not 
udents of philosophy or theology in the more technical 
nse of those terms.’’ ‘‘God is a personal reality Who 
iters into personal relations with man.” He “is pur- 
se wholly directed towards what is good and seeking 
; part of the good to be achieved the co-operation of 
lite persons with Himself.’”’ This is the definition 
om which Dr. Farmer works. Many will discover a 
rge interest in the discussion of the elements of con- 
ction. Part I deals with the Coercive and Pragmatic 
lements in Belief, and Part II with the Reflective 
lement. Reality puts an arresting grip upon our 
tention and we are forced to consider it. Then we 
it the suggestions of truth to pragmatic verification. 
nally we submit the reality to rational criticism. Dr. 
an Dusen says, ‘“‘Anything to which Dr. Farmer turns 
s thought is certain to be handled with scrupulous 
mesty of mind, with clear comprehension of contem- 
yrary complexities, with a style of presentation so free 
' exhortation or adornment that it must satisfy the 
ost skeptical, and yet also with a firm grip on central 
‘angelical truth.’’ All that is true of this work and 


any will find themselves strongly confirmed in their 
mple faith—Wm. Tait Paterson. 

IME AND SEE 

y Helen Allen. Association Press. Revell. 85 pp. 


325. 


My son is a High School senior. I have wanted a book 
at I could put into his hands to clear his thinking as 
the meaning of the Gospel story. Here it is. This 
the book! 

In 85 pages of narrative the author gives a stirring 
view of the Christian religion from creation forward. 
is a series of brief biographical studies of the indi- 
duals who have made Christian history. It is history 
rough biography. But it is more than history. The 
ogress of the great world redemptive movement of 
iristianity is traced. From the characters the author 
aws the lesson that joy comes through service. Those 
ho serve do not labor alone. Wherever there is the 
eatest suffering, if the light of love is there, there is 
so the greatest joy.—Charles F. Banning. 


PREACHER LOOKS AT WAR 


y Daniel A. Poling. Macmillan. 101 pp. $1.25. 


Somewhere between the flag-waving, fighting parson 
1d the pacifist this preacher says there is a true Chris- 
un attitude toward war. He does not try to rationalize 


s Christian faith in a time of conflict, but to reconcile 


th faith and experience with the reality of war. As a 
action to preachers presenting arms, as they did in 
e last war, many pastors have the “futility of 
icifism’’ or they do nothing. 

Dr? Poling and his position are well known. He was 
Chaplain in World War I. He has lost one son in 
is war and the book is dedicated to him. Dr. Poling 


is flown to England and North Africa, speaking to 
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Order your copy now 


DORAN’S 
MINISTERS 
MANUAL 
FOR 1944 


Edited by 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, D.D. 
and 
M. K. W. HEICHER, D.D. 


Your 1944 editions will be available 
in bookstores before Christmas. Again 
there is a fresh variety of suggestive 
material for every occasion. The con- 
tents include Sermon Outlines, Pray- 
ers, Poems, Hymns, Texts and Sub- 
jects, Illustrations, Sermons for Chil- 
dren, Prayer Meeting Topics, Lenten 
Suggestions, Special Services—invalu- 
able features for year-round reference. 


Here is what reviewets said of the 
1943 edition: 


“The book is chock full of helpful 
material for sermonic work. There ts 
no danger in a book of this kind for 
the minister. It will not be a prop 
on which to lean, but rather it will 
challenge to further study and re- 
search.”’—United Presbyterian. 


“Tt is a reference book crammed with 
such material as constitutes an invalu- 
able source of suggestion, inspiration, 
guidance and time and energy saving 
devices for the busy minister.”—The 
Messenger. 


Price, as usual, $2.00 


- - Order from your church bookstore - - 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
Publishers 
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BOOK 


The Glory of God 


Georgia Harkness * Through fifty beautiful 
poems and fifty eloquent prayers, Miss Hark- 
ness offers emotional steadiness and spiritual 
strength to those who seek it from higher 
sources than themselves. $1.00 


My Father's World 


Merton S. Rice *& "In this little gem of a 
volume are pathos, humor, keen insight, under- 
standing and an unshakable faith that God is, 
and is a rewarder of them who seek Him.''— 


Edgar DeWitt Jones. Illustrated $1.75 


Christian Symbolism 


T. A. Stafford *& "'A searching history of early 
Christian symbols, their meanings and signifi- 
cance. Plates, diagrams and pictures clarify 
the use of these symbols in architecture and 
worship. A ‘must’ for ministers.'"—Aslanta 
Constitution. $2.00: 


At Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


NASHVILLE 2, TENNESSEE 


Just Published - 
GOD’S ANSWER 


BY O. A. GEISEMAN, M.A., S.T.D. 


28 Sermons for the Sundays and Festivals 
from Advent to Pentecost Price $2.00 


Dr. Geiseman’s sermons are noted for their 
simplicity, sound interpretation, and the practical 
application to the many problems confronting 
troubled mankind today. They aptly apply to the 
everyday needs of everyday people. The sermons 
are based on the Gospels appointed by the Church 
of old for the various Sundays and principal 
Festivals. 


Some of the Sermon Topics included are: 


We Look Forward with Hope — Essentials for a 
Blessed Christmas — Forward with Jesus — The 
Human and the Divine Side of the Food Problem 
— Easter Tableau — Has Salvation Come to 
Your House? (Mother’s Day) — Christians Have 
Important Work to Do. 


—Other Books by the Author— 


WHERE GOD MEETS MAN — First Volume 
(26 Sermons from Easter to Advent) $1.50 


WHERE GOD MEETS MAN — Second Volume 
(28 Sermons from Advent to Easter) $1.50 


PRICE PER SET $2.50 


ERNST KAUFMANN, Inc. 


7 Spruce St. 209 S. State St. 
New York 7, N. Y. Chicago 4, Ill. 
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soldiers. As pastor and as Editor of the Christian Hi 
he has had opportunity to feel the pulse of youth. 
this book he takes his stand on one of the most critics 
questions of our day. He does not claim that this is | 
Holy War. It is the cause of freedom that is holy 
Human personality is holy. When holy things are threat 
ened then war becomes a necessity: The Church nee 
not bless war, but she has an obligation to those wh 
defend, with their lives, the things which the -Chure 
claims are Holy. : 
The author gives serious consideration also to th 
peace, not in presenting a blueprint but holding w 
Christian principles. He reminds us of Woodrow Wil 
son’s prophecy that unless the nations adopt a method o 
preventing it, another war would break out in a genera 
ation. We are in the midst of that war. He present 
six principles of peace that are well worth consideration 
He closes his statement with a call to repentance. Sine 
God allows men to face the consequences of their ow 
actions it behooves:men to repent when their action i 
unjust. War is sin. It is not God’s Visitation of Wrath 
It is man made. We cannot escape it. We must mak 
our way through it into a more abundant life for all men 
—C. F. Banning. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND THE LOCAL CHURCE 


By James DeForest Murch. Standard Publishing Com 
pany. 416 pp. $2.50. 


The purpose of this comprehensive treatment of Chris 
tian Education is the creation of a handbook for minis 
ters, Church School Superintendents and all Churel 
School workers. It aims to be a textbook for college 
and seminaries and advanced classes in Leadership Train 
ing. 

The three parts of the book deal with the history, th 
principles and the details of method, organizations am 
procedures in the practice of Christian Hducation. 

It is based upon the Bible and its teachings. It deal: 


~ sympathetically with the fundamentals of Bible teachin; 


and interpretation. It points out the errors, hindrance 
and defects of religious education which leaves out © 
account the Divine element. f 
It gives an answer to the questions which the averag 
Church School teacher and worker may ask. It is truk 
a comprehensive and complete treatment of Christial 
Education. The author is an editor, minister, seminar 
professor and Church School worker.—H. D. Hoover, 


THE QUEST FOR PREACHING POWER 


By John Nicholls Booth. Macmillan. 240 pp. $2.00. 


Some books are not worth a preacher’s time; other 
deserve a casual reading because they afford some im 
mediate help in sermon-making; and still others meri 
much study because they can affect for good, all hi 
future preaching. Books of the latter kind are quite few 
Consequently, a new one appears, it should b 
hailed with great joy. Mr. Booth has written such 
book. It has been and is greatly needed. It shoul 
have a very large circulation among the clergy. 

In his introduction, the author promises to deal not 5 
much with “What to do” as with the infinitely moi 
difficult proposition, ‘““How to do it.” The reader wh 
is familiar with many books on preaching may feel it 
clined to take that promise with a grain of salt. Bt 
the author actually lives up to it! With beautiful sty! 
he writes of how any preacher who will take the pair 
to do so may achieve increased preaching power. C 
course one cannot just read the book and expect ther 
by to become a good preacher. He must follow i 
suggestions, and doing so will demand long and arduot 


when 
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ort. Nor can every preacher who follows the author’s 
vice expect to become a great and famous preacher. 
tive ability has somewhat to do with that. But there 
no doubt that one who studies this book and tries out 
fie methods it proposes will become a_ better preacher 
r having done so. What more could be expected of a 
k in this field? 

Mr. Booth has carefully studied the methods and the 
oducts of six contemporary preachers who are general- 
conceded to stand at the top in this highly special- 
d field. Occasionally he refers to additional ones. 
ne could wish that he might have surveyed a still 
rger number of men, or at least included some great 
eachers who must labor under different circumstances. 
ne six. whom he chooses are all metropolitan preachers 
d not one is from the South or from the Far West. 
rtainly great preaching is being done in many small 
wns and cities and no section of the country has a 
onopoly on preaching power. But this point need not 
@ pressed as an objection to the book, for the tech- 
ique proposed can be fruitfully applied everywhere.— 
‘almage C. Johnson, 


4sIFE AND WORSHIP 


3y Erma Paul Ferrari. Standard Publishing. 93 pp. 
1.25. 


This book contains thirty complete programs for young 
veople’s meetings. The topics are well chosen and ade- 
juately presented. They are within the range of young 
yeople’s interest and the programs can be conducted 
vithout undue effort on the part of the leader and those 
articipating. The author is a well-known New England 
routh leader. Those who are responsible for worship 
yrograms with such groups will find the book extremely 
elpful and suggestive.—Talmage C. Johnson, 


30D WILL HELP YOU 
$y James Gordon Gilkey. Macmillan. 114 pp. $1.50. 


Dr. Gilkey has written many books dealing with per- 
onal religious problems. This one is an attempt to meet 
ituations arising from the war. Dr. Gilkey’s experience 
1as_ been largly with students, and his method is nat- 
irally influenced by the argumentative mood. 

He is convinced that the final increment can be gained 
mly ‘‘from a vital religious faith.’’ His choice of chap- 
er headings is good, but the book fails to reach what 
nany of us would call a vital religious faith. The rea- 
on seems to lie in this sentence: ‘Suppose now you 
‘rasp this basic contention of modern religion.’”’ It ap- 
ears that he stresses this ‘“‘modern religion’. What is 
evealed about it? 

One seeks in vain throughout the book for Jesus Christ 
nd the Holy Spirit. God helps man to a certain ex- 
ent, but man has powers within himself, and he must 
elp himself. There is little about religious experience 
r the presence of God. There is nothing about what 
aul would express: “It is no longer I that live; it is 
he Christ that liveth in me.’’ There is nothing about 
he Holy Spirit, the spiritual nature of man, or the 
ower of the Spirit of God. 

Since the book seems to be an expression of Dr. 
rilkey’s faith, and since one hesitates to criticize per- 
onal faith, it fails to touch important parts of revealed 
hristianity. Religion may be ‘‘modern’’, but Christian- 
yy is also a historical revelation. 

We need less argument about Christianity, and more 
hristian experience. One leaves the book repeating 
he words of Mary: ‘‘They have taken away my Lord, 
nd I know not where they have laid him.’”—W. R. 
iegart. 
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EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL NEEDS. 


Two Things 


@ Earnest, conscientious, de- 
voted leaders and teachers 
who have an inspiring zeal and 
proper preparation to train the 
young people under their} 
care in the basic truths of 


God’s Word. 


Adequate lesson helps that 
A direct those leaders and 
@ teachers in the preparation for 
their work, and that assist in dis- 
covering the best applications of _ 
Biblical truths to the daily lives 
of the pupils. 


Sunday hos) workers who dedicat 
their pens to the important task ¢ 
turning souls to Ciba ‘throw h 
ayer: 


EGreded for Ever Age Group 


| American SunDay-ScHooL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3 


| Send specimen Union Lesson Helps to 
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CHURCH - PEWS 


combining comfort with beauty 
and durability are assured you 
when purchasing from 


THE JOSEPHINUM 
CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 


Designers and Builders 
Since 1884 
Dept. E. Columbus, Ohio 
We can furnish all articles of 


Church Furniture built of wood. 
Consult us without obligation. 


No Priority Required 


GOWNS 
for the 


PULPIT and CHOIR 


by Experienced Craftsmen 


CHOIR ROBES from $3.00 up 
Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 


Established 1832 
485 Broadway 


overlooks beautiful ° 
Gramercy Park, famed for 
generations .as the only pri- 
vate park in New York...a 
landscaped beauty spot in the 

heart of New York. 

Seventeen floors flooded with 
sunlight, two solariums and roof | 
terraces. Smart, comfortable 

rooms; the utmost in modern 
appointments. Daily from $2.25, 
special weekly rates, 


Celebrated for Restaurant | 
Cuisine 
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Albany, N. Y. 
Quality Materials, Dependable Service 


Mid-Week 


I. Life’s Glory Touch 


Prelude: ‘Prayer’ —Guilmant. 

Invocation. 

Hymn: “O God, Beneath Thy Guidin 
Hand.” 

Psalm: 123 and 128. 

Hymn: “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night. 


Scripture: II. Cor. 4. 
Hymn: “O For a Faith that Will Ne 


Shrink.” 

Pastor: II. Cor. 4:6. 

If the language of Paul seems extravagant an 
over-imaginative, let us recall that there are grandew: 
even in nature that transcend human speech. Cok 
ridge could give pages to the dawn in the Alpin 
Vale of Chamouni; Wordsworth, in the shades ¢ 
Terntern Abbey, could feel “a sense sublime”. 

I. Frail human clay has unbounded susceptibilitic 
—"Treasure in earthen vessels” (vs. 7) “Partake 
of the divine nature’’ (II Peter 1:4) Thought cor 
tacts with Christ become “children of God” (Joh 
1212); 

II. Transformation is from within, touching th 
spiritual nature; which is man’s highest nature an 
distinguishes him from the lower orders. As th 
morning sun's ray glorifies earth’s mountain peak 
before touching the lowlands, so the divine touche 
man at the point of his noblest hopes and aspita 
tions. Repentance is not a downward look, bu 
upward, where God meets us, and encourages fu 
ther upreach. 

III. This “touch” is refined by the “light afilic 
tions, which work for us” (vs. 17) Stephen, whos 
radiant countenance Paul probably never forgot wa 
glorious, both in earnest, compassionate life and it 
death (Acts 7:55). American Missionary in mid 
west was known as “glory-face’’. 

—Rev. Claude R. Shaver, D.D. 

Hymn: “Saved by Grace.” 

Prayer. 


Hymn: “One There Is Above All Others. 


Benediction. 


II. Finding Real Christmas Joy 
Prelude: ‘Morning’ —Grieg. 


Invocation. 

Hymn: “O Perfect Love, All Huma 
Thought Transcending.” 

Psalm: 46. 

Hymn: “OQ Come All Ye Faithful.” 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-15. 

Hymn: “All Hail, the Power of Jesus 
Name.” 

Pastor; Luke 2:10-12. 


The ancient Christmas scene seems fraught wit 
contrasts and inconsistencies, “Tidings of joy’ —offer 
ed to plain shepherds; “angel choruses” in a drear 
rural early morning setting; “Wise men’ richly clad 
yet reverent im peasant surroundings; Divine life 
emerging in human frailty and purity. Yet, this i 
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e story of life, rare values couched in’ common 
ay; diamonds, gold, radium, (name others). 

Note the shepherds and the wise men went in 
arch of “joy”, not amusement, pleasure, happiness, 
ut joy over the coming of the promised Saviour, 
esus. The natural habitat of joy is— 

1. Along the way of simple things. Note the 
ys from which a child derives the most joy. The 
st photograph of Alexander G. Bell, inventor and 
cientist, was taken experimenting with a kite. 
‘rancis of Assisi discerned rare graces of Christian 
ielpfulness in ‘simple nature. Michael Pupin con- 
irmed his faith in the Creator by night vigils under 
he stars. - Clara Barton, Albert Schweitzer, like Paul 
ound that ‘God hath chosen the weak things to 
onfound the mighty. (I. Cor. 1:27). 

2. No limit to the accomplishment and reach of 
he human spirit, so long as it is enveloped in the 
shrist-spirit. “Thy gentleness hath made me great. 
Psa. 18:35). Lincoln, Queen Victoria, John Wes- 
ey, Joan d'Arc. In today’s picture we must culti- 
rate this spirit in leading children to fuller under- 
tanding, in forgiving wrongs, in planning peace. 


—Rev. Claude R. Shaver, D.D. 


“Hymn: “Rock of Ages.” 

Prayer. 

Hymn: “Hark! the Voice of Jesus Calling.” 
Benediction. 


Ii. The Gifts Jesus Brought 


Prelude: Vision’’—Rhineberger. 
Invocation. 

Hymn: “Joy to the World...” 

Psalm: 85. 

Hymn: “Majestic Sweetness.” 

Scripture: John 1:10-17. 

Hymn: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.” 
Pastor: John 1:17. 


Amid the dazzle of shop windows and the glamour 
f Christmas plans, we may overlook the real and 
leeper motives of Jesus’ coming. The Apostle John 
loes not depreciate the value of revelation as. dis- 
losed in Law, but he goes deeper into the spiritual 
ninistry of Jesus, who also put aside the old 
“estament form and ceremony for the more profound 
ense of righteousness. 

1. The teaching of Jesus was founded on some- 
hing deeper than that of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
jyace is not a popular word in modern vocabularies, 
et if we extend the spelling to graciousness, we 
ave a rare quality coveted by all thoughtful people. 
t pervades all civilized living. 

IJ. Jesus Christ and His coming into the world 
; the epitome of love and grace, a fatherly caress, 
he answer to great longing in the human heart. 
’aul prays for the Ephesians, that “the eyes of your 
eart might be illumined.’”” The Cross has won more 
ollowers than the Sermon on the Mount. 

III. Pilate missed the truth in the quiet confi- 
ence of the Prisoner before him, who. said, “I am 
he truth.” It was not truth in the abstract, aca- 
emic sense as held by many intelligent but uncon- 
erted people; Jesus Christ is Truth in the concrete 
stting of human life, and enables Him to Save the 


rorld. 
—Rev. Claude R. Shaver, D.D. 


December, 1943 


PULPIT GOWNS 


VESTMENTS for 
CLERGY and CHOIR 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
CLERICAL SUITS 


CASSOCKS 
ALTAR LINENS 


Inquiries Invited 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 


562 Fifth Ave. New York, N. Y. 


Electric Lighted 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog containing 
illustrations and prices of the var- 
ious types of bulletins made by us. 
Please be 


A post card will do! 
sure to mention name of your 
church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


Church CHindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
j Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, ; 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


“=™™ BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED “= 
SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates- 
Experience over 25 years. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
1 Catalog, samples on request. / 
State your needs, name of 
| \ Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
mi & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Mlinois 


COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $45.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY, DEPT. 500, SCRANTON, PA. 


Page 589 


35mm FILMSLIDES for CHRISTMA 


A beautiful Christmas program—“In the City of 
David’ containing—illustrated scripture texts, reci- 
tations and familiar carols. Easily adapted for 
presentation by the Sunday School. 71 frames— 


Manual included — Cost Single Double 
Frame Frame 

with 2 pictures hand-colored $3.00 $3.50 
with 25 pictures hand-colored 8.25 8.75 


— Also — 
New Illustrated Carols--Send for Free Catalog Today 


BOND SLIDE CO. Inc., Dept. £, 68 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 


STANDARD’S 


TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


Closely Graded or Uniform Lessons, 
story papers, for all ages. Used in thou- 
sands of successful schools. Send for 
free catalogue and complete informa- 
tion. Mention grade in which interested. 
The Standard Publishing Co. 

Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


- PRIN TIN G.. 


LEDGER FORMS FOR CHURCHES OUR SPECIALTY 


Our system saves you time and money. We also print 
church envelopes, stationery, cards, etc. 
Write for samples and prices - - - 


THE HAUKE PRESS 


6 E. MAIN STREET RICHMOND, VA. 


CLARKS —UNITYPE” 


CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 


OUTDOOR AND INDOOR 


SERVICE HONOR ROLLS 


FOUR TYPES - A VARIETY OF SIZES 
GIFT ano MEMORIAL PLATES 
SMALL, MACHINE ENGRAVED PLASTIC 


W. L. CLARK CO. Inc Manufacturers 
52 LAFAYETTE ST, NEW YORK (13) Est. 1914 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


HOIR GOWNS 
CULPIT VESTMENTS 
Hangings-Ornaments-Fringes- 
‘Furnishingsand Supplies: . 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


(fh We \) ZS 
iB fincas 
SMT 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION, 3015 CASITAS AVE., LOS ANGELES 


WANTED—a large, used Church bell. Give complete 
description. H. A. Gottschalk, R. No. 2, Box 196A, 
Mukwonago, Wisconsin. 


Page 590 


Hymn: “Joy to the World.” q 
Prayer. ? 
Hymn: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.” 


Benediction. 


IV. Christmas After-Glow 
Prelude: ‘Sabbath Calm’’—CAristian. 


Invocation. . 

Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched . . .” 

Psalm: 9. 

Hymn: “Tell Me the Old, Old Story. . / 

Scripture: Matt. 20:20-28. 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

Pastor: Matt. 20:26. 

I once received a Christmas post-card greeting 
which at first seemed untimely and out of place. I 
carried a mid-summer evening scene, with a winding 
river reflecting a golden sunset through shadowy 
pines. .And yet, that remote sunset as a setting fo 
the Yuletide greeting formed an appropriate back 
ground for the thought of an All-Year Christma. 
cheer and goodwill, like the after-glw carried away 
by Simeon from the ancient temple, when he said 
“Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, hav. 
ing seen thy salvation . . . a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the Glory of thy people, Israel. (Luke 
2:29-32). 

I. It was the radiance of an awakened hope, long 
dormant in that unique people. Such a hope find: 
echo in every heart. “Lord show us the Father 
said Philip (John 14:8). 

II. The after-glow is found in the hearts of those 
who accept the measure of greatness as outlined if 
Matt. 20:26. 

III. Christ has through his love transformed man: 
kind just as the rays of sunset transform river ane 
mountain. Worship is not a seasonal matter fo 
Christmas, Easter,—it is a continuous living of the 
teachings of Christ. 

—Rev. Claude R. Shaver, D.D. 

Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty King.” 

Prayer. 

Hymn: “Saints of God, Rejoice and Sing.” 

Benediction. 


Algerian Christmas 
(Continued from Page 560) 


of Bethlehem means my leader—now and al 
ways. 

Another one of the soldiers nodded agree 
ment, and then said: “If you don’t mind, 
should like to add this thought to what yo 
have said, as my own personal contribution— 
Jesus leads us back to God for judgment, an 
then after our minds and hearts have been re 
newed, to lead us forward into a new age 
when the foundations of civilization will b 
freshly laid. I mean by that this: Back t 
God, and then forward to a new Christia 
world order. And who knows that what w 
do here in Africa may be an important piec 
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the plan of God for making a sweeter, 
eaner world. 

“Well,” continued another one of the sol- 
ters, “But Jesus is more than just a leader to 
€; important though that may be. He is my 
aviour. He has taken my suffering and my 
uilt upon Himself, and borne for me what I 
annot bear for myself—the awful weight of 
in which separates me from God, from my 
eighbors, and even from myself. And I know 
hat it does not end there, for something with- 
n me makes this old Bible sentence shine for 
ne in the darkest night, “He laid down his life 
Or us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
or the brethren.’ This to me is the White 
christmas of which I dream.” 

“Right!” exclaimed Williams, ‘‘and it is my 

White Christmas too. Jesus leads, and Jesus 
aves, but in these days when I have to fight 
lay and night, I hold Him still more as a 
Victor. From Bethlehem I hear Him say, “Be 
yf good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
t is steady faith in the conquering Christ that 
ceeps me going over here amid all this dirt 
shysical, and dirt spiritual, and makes me know 
hat we have something that we can hold onto, 
hat some one holds onto us. Jesus is the 
Sing Who conquers! The victory which Jesus 
las been winning over his enemies—and I 
nean by that, over all the forces, powers and 
ersonalities that are evil, delivers me of all 
eats that I might have of evil being victorious 
wer all peoples and things today that attack 
christianity. I do not mean that we shall come 
ff victorious in every battle. To begin with, 
ve are not always and altogether righteous, and 
ur enemies are not always imps of hell. But 
whenever anything and anybody fights against 
shrist, I know from what has happened all 
hrough the past nineteen hundred years, this 
s going down in defeat, for Christ will al- 
vays win. That keeps me going. 
_ At another little table before that same cafe 
“soldier sat alone. Unnoticed by the four 
vho have been talking, he had listened, but 
ow he broke into their conversation. 

“Pardon me, men. I cannot keep from 
learing what you have been saying. I have 
jot heard so much preaching since I left home 
wo years ago to join this man’s army. And 
f you don’t mind, I want to ask two or three 
juestions.” 

“Fire away, we'll do what we can with 
hem.” 

“First of all, what were you men doing be- 
ore you put on uniforms?” 

One said: “I taught history in a little Ala- 
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bama college whose name would mean nothit 
to you.” 

The second said: “I was the manager of a 
department store in Denver.” 

The third said: “I was just ready to give 
up all hope of making a living at law.” 

The fourth said: “I was scheduled to enter 
a theological seminary, but my number came 
up before I matriculated.” 

‘Let me ask you something else: Do you 
know what you have been saying to each othef; 
this stuff about this Jesus you have been prais- 
ing so highly, and who is mixed up in your 
thinking this afternoon with this idea of a 
White Christmas?” 

All four replied together: “Yes, we know. 

This soldier continued: ‘Well, you may 
know, but you look like fellows that have been 
sheltered all your lives from the hard blows 
of the world. Let me tell you—the things you 
are saying are true. I know them to be true, 
but I don’t believe them from the words you 
have been saying. I know it because I have 
been about as low as a white man in Amefica 
can go. You say “sin” like “sin” was as far 
away as the time and place where Jesus wai 
born. But I know what sin is; I have sinned 
greatly. I got down so low that I was kicked 
out of all places where a man can be kicked 
out; but I am not that sort of a guy any mofe. 
I've been saved from sin by the ever-present 


‘power of God; Jesus Christ is my Saviour. 


In this hell hole of Algiers, I'm keeping 
straight, for He is holding onto me, and is 
keeping me straight. Listen fellows: He can 
make a clean world, for the world is no filth- 
ier than my life, and He cleaned it up. He 
can make a loving world, for the hatred over 
the world tonight is no bigger or deeper than 
it was in my own heart, and He took all that 
out and put love in its place. And He does 
not let go; He holds one; He keeps me. Now 
don’t ask me who I am, my background, what 
my university was, and on what football team 
I played. I could answer; but the one im- 
portant thing is that I had nothing until Jesus 
came into my life. He is my Christmas.” 
While these men had been talking, the sun 
had sunk into the western desert, the streets 
far below were wreathed in dull shadows. The 
big mosque in the center of the city sprawled 
like a cross laid upon the heart of a sad, evil 
raging world; but the stars came out one by 
one, and the day of Christ arrived according te 
the Christian calendar. That day can also af 
tive for each of His disciples, and for the 
oo world, when we by faith bow before 
im. 
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Women in Pulpits —. ane 
Why Go To Prayer Meeting... 


Loyal, To What, Staver______ 
Magic Touch, Fagerburg 
Mill-Stones, Braunstein -.—. 
Ministerial Negativism, Smith 
Mother, A Good, Benson —--... 
Other Side, The, Kennedy .. 
Park Here, Braunstein -....... 
Pastor, War-Time, Smith —— Be 
Preachers in Service Clubs, 
Sessions .....s. nee 
Publicizing Temperance, Ryan 2 
Religion ‘and Tomorrow, 
Fagerburg 
Souls, Burden of, Hoyle Berea. = 
Spiritual Beauticians, 
Braunstein... AS See a 
Victory, Background For, 
Paterson 222.2 eee es 
Wedding Service, Cox 
Words, Smit eee a 


Other Side, Kennedy —.000.. ‘ 
Platform For Christ, 
Macartney —......._ eee = 
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Luke 12:42 (I) ..... 434 
Luke 14:38 (PR) . 100 
Luke 15:18 (1). ..... 192 
Luke 20:40 (I) 584 
Luke 22:27 (1) 87 
Luke 22:32 (S) 73 
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New Year Themes 


Luke 9:50. “He who is not against you is for 
you.” 

Jno. 5:20. “Greater deeds than these, to make 
you wonder.” 

Rom. 14:14. “Nothing unclean of itself.” 


__ Religion and character are as mutually re- 
lated as the roots, branches and trunk of a tree. 
Therefore, studies in chatacter-making tech- 
niques can never be antagonistic to religion. 
‘This is particularly true in the fields of phil- 
osophy, psychology, sociology, ethics and mor- 
als. And, if bad economics and bad political 
government helps to make bad citizens, then 
the converse is likewise true and we must in- 
clude good economics and good government as 
possible forces in character-making. The Good 
Life has many allies to help us. Is not the 
zest for living realized in the quest for the 
best among the best constructive and inspira- 
tional minds and in all fields? Read a list of 
Lectures on Human Relations, Self-adjustment 
and Philosophy for Modern Living and what 
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subjects do they treat? What is Man? 


is Truth? What is Mind? 
ity? What is Immortality? 
cism? What Makes Civilization Grow? 

is the future of religion, relapse, collapse o 
rejuvenation? What is relation of philosophy 
and religion? And this is only philosophy— 
not religion we often say. Consider adjust 
ment techniques! Adjustment in social com 
tacts. Being at ease with strangers. How to 
handle difficult and neurotic people, adaptio 
in friendship, tact in home and with peop’ 
new skills in self-management, relation of w k 
and love, understanding your personality, im- 
portance of leisure and pleasure, etc. 

Consult standard sources, pick out the 
Christianize and apply. Christ himself 
never afraid of truth, it is “the Truth only 
makes men free’. Reinforce our Bible teach 
ing with Cosmic Teaching. Religion is not a 
segment of life. It is life. The leaven must 
be in the meal, else it will not rise. We can’t 
have a New World Order with a segregated 
religion—it’s been tried. 


What is Moral- 
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153 INSTITUTE PLACE 


HONOR ROLLS 


A FITTING TRIBUTE 
for those of your 
Church now in the 
armed forces, 


Looks Like Bronze 
Plaques are cast from 
a special plastic 
formula, resembling 


bronze. Mounted on 
genuine walnut. 
Easily attachable 
nameplates may be 
ordered as needed. 


All kinds of designs and sizes available. 


Modestly priced—within reach of all. Write for 
full information to: 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 


U. S. BRONZE SIGN CO. 
570 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


JUST OFF THE PRESS! 


by her granddaughter, Emma 
Moody Powell. Only biography of 
the life associate of D. L. Moody, 
evangelist and founder of schools. 
Reveals Mrs. Moody’s share in 
the destiny of her era. The au- 
thor kad access to diaries, let- 
ters, intimate family records and 
photographs never before used. 
343 pp. $2.00 


I] DEPT. 22-377 
CHICAGO 10 
ae a SS a 


A NEW APPROACH! 


Our plan will bring people to your church, 
many of whom have never been there 
Let us tell you about a new 
angle to one of your biggest 


problems, ATTENDANCE. 
A 3c stamp will bring 
particulars. When writ- 
ing, tell us if you have 

a stereopticon. 


RYAN LANTERN SLIDE SERVICE 
409 Harrison St, 


Davenport, 
fowa. 


om CHOIR GOWNS 
PULPIT ROBES 


Vestment) ° Hangings + Stoles 
Embroideries, Etc. 
NEW CATALOG on Request 


NATIONAL ACADEMIC CAP ¢ GOWN CO. 
821-23 ARCH ST. PHILADELPHIA,PA. 
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Member, Asso= 
ciated Organ 
Builders of 


AEE So en N BELLS AND CHIMES (Tower) 
BUG Deps Ex Deagan; Ince, J. C2 554 
Choir at its Best . . is BIBLES a 
National Bible Press -...... 577 


Oxford University Press.. 5 


~ Always Well Dressed 
Wl 

: CHOIR ROBES.. .carefully tail- 
ored, correct styles, lovely colors, 
beautiful draping materials... 


BIBLE VISUALIZED 
Bond Slide: Cos 22 590 


Ryan Slide Service ............ 597 
PULPIT ROBES of distinction. 
“ e 
COLLEGIAT CAP AND BULLETIN nee ee 
Gown C0. Ashtabula Sign Co. _........ 589 
Clark; Wi fie 222 


117 N. Wacker 
CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 


366 Fifth Ave. 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


CANDLES & CANDLE SETS 


Emkay Candles ............... 554 
e CHAIRS (Folding) 

Pipe Organs Brunswick Seating Co. .... 598 
A STIN R ANS INC Redington Co. ................... 592 

U O G “i : CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 
HARTFORD, CONN. Goodénough & Woglom.... 579 
Inquiries Welcomed Woolverton Printing ...... 584 

CHURCH FURNITURE 
AMERICAN SEATING a 
BRUNSWICK 3 (eee 
FOLDING GHAIRS | Josephinum Furniture ..... 588 
= —_ I Manitowoc Furniture Co... 592 


FOR. EVERY USE 


Redington Co., J. P. ..... 591 
WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIONS AND PRICES ona 
: 1UNION SERVICE 
BRUNSWICK SEATING CORP. Redington Co. _ 589 
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA Sanitary Com. Service .... 592 


DUPLICATORS, STENCILS, 


INKS 

Pittsburgh Typewriter —.... 592 
Aadling (Be e Print-O-Matiec ................. 599 

: = GOWNS (Pulpit & Choir) 
Write for FREE Choir Gown Style Book Almy, C. M 589 
C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book CP67, ret ee ee ae = 

Budget Payment Plan 117. Collegiate Cap & Gown 
RID “enicreca neces pehKagsees 598 
E: R ° MOORE Cotrell & Leonard, Inc 588 
CE ONL f2-LILY Cox Sons & Vining .......... 591 


932 Dakin St., Chicago 13, lil, 425 Fifth Ave,, New York 16, N. Y. DeMoulin Bros, 


McCarthy & Simon . 91 

Semele Moora. ic Etceiaecnat 98 

ULPIT FURNITURE taal Nat Ac. Cap & \eereaint ape 

Chairs, Communion Tables, f/ Sala! Ward & Co., C. E, ............ 590 
Baptismal Fonts, Etc. 


Fine furniture at factory-to- 
Church prices. State your needs. 


DE MOULIN BROS. &.Co. 
- 
GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Page 598 


WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


HONOR ROLLS 


Ashtabula Sign Co. ......... 5§ 

Dietz Co., Wm. Ho 222 _ 

Int. Bronze Tablet Co. -.. 5$ 

U. S. Bronze Sign Co... 3$ 
HOTELS 

Parkside, N. Y. -—2222e 


HYMN BOOKS 
Hope Publishing Co._.583, 58 


INSURANCE 
MINISTERS LIFE 


MONEY RAISING 
Edwards Folding Box ..... 58 


Harrison Company ............ 59 
ORGANS (Pipe) 

Austin Organ Co. ...........73 

Moller, M. Pouce .. df 

Wicks Organ Co. -......... 58 
PARISH RECORDS 

Hauke Press 2 59 

Mansfield, W. E., Co. ..... 5§ 
PUBLISHERS 

Abingdon-Cokesbury ........ 5s 

Harper & Bros. ............0 5s 

Kaufman, E. ... 

Macmillan 

Moody Press ..... 

REVELL CO...........222e 

UPPER ROOM......Back Cove 

W. A. WILDE CO. 58 
RECORDINGS 

Morrison Laboratory ....... 5 
SERMON HELPS 

Author’s Research ............ 5s 

Continental Writers -—........ 5s 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIE 
American S. S. Union -.. 5% 
Standard Pub. Co, ioe 5s 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
St. Joseph Art Glass 


Firms whose names you find here have proven their 
integrity in serving BUYERS of Church Equipment. 


The Exposito 


=~. 


PULPIT BIBLES 


Nothing is more appropriate as a me-~ 

of, 
morial of a loved one, or appreciated so Lice Saas 
much by the church and pastor, as a at a small addi- 
beautiful OXFORD PULPIT BIBLE. tional charge. 


OXFORD PULPIT BIBLES 


Handsomely bound, printed on paper that is strong and easy 
to turn, in clear, readable type. Oxford editions are preferred 
by all who are looking for lasting value. Remarkably moder- 
ate in price, too. 


Send forour ew OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
descriptive circular 114 Fifth Avenue, New York 


christmas 
rng vears aT Classics 


_=Chimes Chimes » Vibraharp 
jos Organ 


Pastors Report 20% to 407 
Increase in Attendance 


No church too small. Chimes and Music 
can be heard long distances. 
Scientifically Produced Records 

that enthrall every Church audience 


e€ most appreciated gift any church member can make. Belfry 
‘oadcast the call they cannot resist. These studio made records WRITE FOR LIST OF 
el World famous chimes in tone yalue and harmony. Church 
impressive religious services, indoors or open air. Use 
ern round equipment or available low cost apparatus we can 
mend. 


RISON RECORDING LABORATORIES, Dept Ii, AURORA, ILL. 


No More Blurred Indistinct 
Parish Post Card Printing 

Do a Professional-Looking 

Job with The PRINT-0-MATIC 


Open Drum, Inside Inking, 
Rotary, Automatic Feeding, 
Postal Card Size, Stencil 
Duplicator. 
Simple to operate - Speedy 
results - Reproduces typewrit- 
ing, longhand, drawings - Used 
by thousands including The 


EXPOSITOR. 
Machine $7.15 
Supplies $2.35 


Both $9. 50- 


—_——_— — — 


ORDER BLANK 


SE pee pe (eee (eed et eee ee eee ms eo ee ee ee 


The EXPOSITOR—East Aurora, New York: 
Of course we want a Print-O-Matic outfit, so here is my remittance of $9.50 for one Print-O-Matie 

i outfit complete with $2.35 worth of supplies. I have the privilege of returning it ny 30 days and you 

| will refund my full payment of $9.50. Send it to 


mupenecevaananuseuesevassnanssucesacccepnquWentsaneusecusnahonrnuessssnnaderaccditerveca) Iino, snaamereied nana 


ge Address" pe tieeo ede ee eee Seite 


&. 


Ry 
Mi 
Ny 
NY 


Ny AY WOT, AS yey 
OAV GOA} WAY JOA POAY GAY JOAN PEAY GEE PD 
NEA eA Nee Re eee DEY is ee Zbe} 


Soke orate Sa os ee Rie 


and an introduction to 


A S A Christmas or New Year's 
greeting, The Upper Room within 
the next few weeks will go from Chris- 
tian friends to hundreds of thousands of 


recipients, many of whom will be making 


the acquaintance of this widely-used book 
of daily devotions for the very first time. 


Mailed in specially designed two-color 
Christmas envelopes, The Upper Room 
makes a colorful, joyous greeting that is 
cherished for its spiritual value as well as 
for the remembrance. 


FREET COPIES TO SERVICE MEN 


Contributions to our Chaplains’ Fund 
are needed to supply additional copies 
of The Upper Room to a large waiting 
list in the army, navy and marine corps. 
Contributors who so desire may desig- 
nate an individual unit—ship, post, reg- 
iment, company, or other group —as 
recipient. Over 200,000 copies of each 
issue of The Upper Room are now 
being supplied free to men in the ser- 
vice through our Chaplains’ Fund. 


From the pastor or teacher to asso 
class members; from parents or f 
to young people away from hon : 
school or in the armed forces; o 
one individual to another — 
exceeds The Upper Room 
helpfulness. 


This year, more than ever b 
can most effectively use T 
for a major part of your 
greetings. ' 
ec 

lr nig 
Price: less than a Christmas card! 
forthcoming January-Feb 
ready to be supplied no 
one address at 5 cents 
cent each (lots of 10 or 3 
an attractive two-color Ch 
which gift copies of The 1 
mailed or given direct. 
*. Rigen” The pe aa 


Wee: -year | aabsnciotiaees $1.00; 


Please place your order as e 
insure delivery in time f 
Bia y anipocineaet 


